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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 
JHE QUESTION as to whether house construction is 
efficiently organised is asked by a correspondent who 
suggests, among other things, that architects should 
ruthlessly cut out any unnecessary complication in the 


design of dwellings. 627 


THe CENTRAL LAND BoarD have issued revised pam- 
phiets in respect of (a) the arrangements regarding 
builders’ near-ripe land, and (6) payments and develop- 
ment charges on single house plots owned on or before 
July 1, 1948. 


THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, Mr. George Tomlinson, 
M.P., has congratulated Hertfordshire C.C. on the 
completion of 11 new-schools since 1945. The average 
cost per place of the 10 primary schools the County 
has built shows a saving of about 25 per cent. over the 
average for the country as a whole. 
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THE view that the raising of the licence-free repair 
limits, due for review in June, depended on progress 
made with the housing programme, has been expressed 
by Mr. Stanley Hearder, Director, N.F.B.T.E. 


Sir CHARLES Davies, J.P., speaking at the Building 
Societies Association conference at Eastbourne, com- 
mented upon the Housing Bill and said there was no 
justification for the further extension it gave to muni- 
cipal activity regarding loans for house purchase, the 
interest rate on which, he added, was subsidised by 
ratepayers. 
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FIVE NEW TOWNS 


REPORTS on the preliminary work towards organising 
five new towns have just been issued in a pamphlet, 
in accordance with an order by the House of Commons.* 
One of these, Aycliffe, about ten miles north of Darlington, 
is on a comparatively small scale Occupying some 880 acres 
and aiming at a population of 10,000. The other four, 
Crawley, Harlow, Hemel Hempstead and Stevenage, are 
on sites around the Metropolitan area, and would formerly 
have been described as “‘ Satellite towns.”’ In recent years 
policy has, however, dictated a change of attitude towards 
their functions, which are regarded as being to a greater 
extent independent of London than as offering suburban 
services to that city, though this latter cannot altogether 
be excluded from the objectives dominating the selection of 
the sites and the scale of the programmes for development. 
In each of these four sites there exists a definite nucleus 
with populations of 8,000, 6,500, 21,000 and 7,000 respec- 
tively ; thus the programme contemplated is one of orderly 
expansion, and while ultimately very drastic remodelling 
is anticipated, the present economic position imposes a 
limit on immediate removal of such properties as are serving 
some useful purpose. The intended ultimate populations are 
50,000 in the case of Crawley and 60,000 for the others. 
All the four schemes involve intricate problems which are 





- * New Somme aa, 1946. Reports of the Facer aya yates, a 
jiempmeed’ and Stevenage Development rporations to ° 
M, Stationery Office, Is, 6d. net, : 


receiving careful study by the Development Corporations 
with the aid of their technical advisers. 

Crawley is situated 30 miles from London and 22 miles 
from the south coast, the railway junction of Three Bridges 
lying within the designated area, which is crossed by the 
Horsham branch line from east to west with two minor 
stations. One of the main roads from London to Brighton 
runs through the new town and another along the eastern 
edge of it, while a future high-speed road is proposed a 
little further to the eastward. The area included covers 
5,920 acres; much of the present town is embodied in the 
central group and round it are nine neighbourhood groups 
with an industrial area to the north-east; beyond this latter 
is Gatwick aerodrome and elsewhere only open country, 
including St. Leonards Forest to the south. The planning 
was started by Mr. Thomas Sharp, and has been continued 
by Mr. Anthony Minoprio. 

The scheme for Harlow covers 6,320 acres to the west of 
the village of Harlow and south of the river Stort. The 
railway to Bishops Stortford and Cambridge runs just 
inside the northern boundary. The ground is comparatively 
easy to plan and a sketch model has been prepared, but 
time has not permitted as much progress as in other cases, 
nora great deal of organisation in the matter of services. 

In the Greater London Plan a site for a new town was 
proposed at Redbourne on Watling Street, as Hemel Hemp- 
stead was regarded as too far developed to be suitable for 
remodelling. However, its superior accessibility turned 
the scale in favour of the latter and in spite of many diffi- 
culties an interesting and imaginative plan has been prepared 
by Mr. G. A. Jellicoe. His proposals, demonstrated in-a 
model that has been widely illustrated, have evoked the 
criticism that too much demolition was involved. In 
refutation of this it was indicated that the plan looked 
forward to a period far beyond that of the developments to 
be undertaken by the Corporation; this difference does, 
in a way, show the drawbacks of having to deal with a 
district so extensively occupied as this one. 

To some extent similar factors occur in the case of 
Stevenage, but here the primary criticism was based on the 
contention that much of the 6,070 acres designated con- 
sisted of productive farm land, even accepting that this was 
not of the highest quality. If this view is a valid one it 
may raise the question as to whether it is desirable to assume 
a density of only 10 persons to the acre as the standard for 
new towns; in planning specific areas a good result and 
adequate open space can be secured on a basis of 30 to the 
acre and even if this were reduced to 20 this would release 
half the areas designated for cultivation, a reservation of 
obvious importance when we read that such land at the 
town of Bedford has been rejected for building on, as it is 
capable of growing produce up to the annual value of 
£300 per acre by intensive cultivation as small holdings. 

Doubts have been expressed as to whether Stevenage was 
not too near Hitchin and Letchworth to afford an appro- 
priate site for a new town, but its good communications 
with London by road and rail have outweighed this, and 
the scheme is now at an early stage. Aston House with 
temporary accommodation added to it is in use as the 
headquarters of the Corporation. A general plan has been 
provisionally agreed on including the siting of the new 
passenger railway station and the alignment of the by-pass 
to the Great North Road which runs through the present 
centre. The matter of services has received attention, and 
it has been found that in this case and at Harlow the treat- 
ment of sewage will have to be provided for outside the 
designated area. From the financial point of view, the 
expenditure at Stevenage has gone much further than in 
other new towns and the purchasing and organisation are 
correspondingly advanced, 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Standard Signs for Stations. 


"THE decision taken by the Railway 

Executive to standardise the type of 
sign to be used at British railway 
stations has not come before its time. 
Most railway stations—those of London 
Transport are an honourable exception— 
are highly successful in concealing their 
identity while others are misleading to 
the foreigner as, for example, to a French- 
man of our acquaintance who asked why 
so many of our country stations were 
called BOVRIL! 

These difficulties should in the near 
future disappear. Large signs bearing the 
station namein 12-in. letters are to be fixed 
at the incoming ends of platforms at all 
stations on main trunk lines and —— 
stations on subsidiary lines. Smaller 
name signs will be displayed at intervals 
along the platforms in such a manner as 
to ensure that one is easily visible from 
any point on the near side of a train 
standing at the platform; these signs will 
be 3 ft. long and have letters normally 
3 inches high.‘ Other standard signs, 
on similar lines, have been designed to 
cover every title that is used on railway 
stations, e.g., “ Buffet,” “ Waiting Room,” 
“ Left Luggage,” etc., and the appearance 
of railway stations should be consider- 
ably improved as the new signs are fixed. 


The Choice of Lettering. 


ALL lettering in the new signs will be 
of the Gill Sans type on a background 
of the Railway Regional colour. “ This 
type,” states the Railway Executive, 
“presents a very neat appearance, and is 
easy to read.” This is true, but there 
may be some who think with us that here 
is an opportunity to design a new lettering 
or to use an existing type which would 
give clarity and yet avoid the sterility 
of the sans serif type. The late Eric 
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Gill did great service to typography by 
designing the fount which bears his name, 
yet one has felt that “Gill Sans” was 
intended more as a clearing of the ground 
after a spate of hideous invention than 
as a type for permanent use. Typo- 
graphy, like architecture, needs more than 
mere efficiency and proportion to reach 
its highest levels. 


Sir Thomas on Architecture. 


Tuis is surely the season of violently 
outspoken thoughts on the arts. Follow- 
ing the Munnings Interlude comes a 
forceful tirade against the new South 
Bank Concert Hall by Sir Thomas 
Beecham. Now architecture has always 
been an open target for critical minds; 
with the possible exception of paiating, 
no form of art is so liable to create such 
a distinct cleavage of opinion as to what 
constitutes fine, noble or just good build- 
ing. It is, perhaps, the ubiquity of archi- 
tecture which encourages so many lay 
minds to “have a go,” and Sir Thomas 
Beecham, indubitably a man of fine taste, 
has been human enough to open himself 
up to severe criticism from other men of 
equally fine but different taste on the 
matter of concert hall design. In as 
many words the South Bank project was 
labelled by Sir Thomas uninspired, 
barrack-like and dull, and we express no 
personal opinion in quoting his view that, 
as the greatest age of music was 
undoubtedly the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, some concession to 
the architectural atmosphere of that time 
could be made in the scheme without 
destroying its functional or modern 
approach. Be that as it may, we are still 
musing over a remark by a member of 
the L.C.C. staff who recently said to us: 
“This uncensored criticism from laymen 
can be taken too far. What would hap- 
pen if one of we architects publicly 
denounced Sir Thomas Beecham and pro- 
ceeded tc tear his orchestra to shreds? ” 
We don’t know, but we can guess! 
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London’s Trees. 


THE increasing number of Londoners 
turning their interest to the upkeep and 
improvement of the small public open 
spaces scattered over the capital, provides 
opportunity for greater activity on the 
part of the Metropolitan Public Gardens 
Association. Last year the first of the 
Association’s plans for the restoration of 
old gardens and the creation of new gar- 
dens came to fruition, and many people 
from all parts of London sought advice 
and help. Two important occasions in 
1948 were the opening by H.M. Queen 
Mary, who is patron of the Association, 
of the Kentish Town Parish Church Gar- 
den of Remembrance and the restored gar- 
den of Southwark Cathedral. 

Not least of the Association’s admirable 
objects is its crusade against indiscri- 
minate tree-lopping. In a section of the 
M.P.G.A.’s 1948 report which deals with 
the planting and care of trees, appears 
the observation that Londoners have come 
to acce apathetically the sight of 
mutilated trees, some of them being so 
deformed as to be unrecognisable. 
“Every third year or so,” states the 
Report, “a row of’ decapitated stumps 
appears in one street or another, and as 
soon as the wrecks assume a more seemly 
appearance it is necessary to repeat the 
harsh lopping. Unfortunately, drastic cut- 
ting back has become so much a matter 
of routine that it is assumed to be essen- 
tial in situations where the full develop- 
ment of forest trees would be most 
acceptable.” Men employed for pruning 
have rarely received any expert training 
in forestry, says the report, and their 
guiding principle is to pollard or to lop 
back boughs to short stumps. 

The correct method of pruning is not 
popular with the average contractor be- 
cause it generally necessitates an oblique 
cut and harder work. “If the army of 
tree-loppers was replaced by a small staff 
of skilled men,” comments the report, 
“grace and charm could be brought to 





THE ROCHE PRODUCTS BUILDING, WELWYN GARDEN CITY. 
The award of the R.I.B.A. Bronze Medal and Diploma in respect of the area covered by the Essex, Cambridge and 


Hertfordshire Society of Architects was made 
The medal and diploma were presented to Mr. C. 
of Zurich, in the design of the building, by 

replica of the medal was presented to t 


to the architects for this building at a recent luncheon in Welwyn Garden City. 
S. Brown, the architect associated with the late Prof. Otto R. Salvisberg, 
Mr. R. C. Foster, M.B.E., M.C., F.R.I.B.A., the President of the Society. A 
he building owners by Mr. A. W. Kenyon, C.B.E., V.-P.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I, 
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Drawn by Lawrence Wright 


MAIN FRONTAGE. 


Ernest B. Webber, A.R.I.B.A., Architect. 


streets and open spaces now rendered 
pal by misguided efforts to beautify 
hein. 

Private Architects for School Buildings. 

PRIVATE ARCHITECTS are to be employed 
by the Northumberland E.C. for parts 
of its school building programme, The 
chairmen of the County Council and the 
Education Committee are to make the 
appointments. 

PRIVATE ARCHITECTS are to be appointed 
by the North Riding Education Commit- 
tee in connection with the erection of 
the Redcar Girls’ Grammar and Commer- 
cial School and the Easingwold Grammar 
and Modern School. 

SOUTH SHIELDS Education Committee is 
to appoint an architect in private practice 
for the proposed technical college. 
Repairs to Ancient Churches. 

ACCORDING to the recently published 
annual report of the Incorporated 
Church Building Society, 1948 saw a 
considerable increase in appeals to the 
Society for extensive and essential repairs 
to ancient churches for which small 
tural parishes are responsible. Of 60 
grants made during the year half were 
towards essential repairs to churches in 
parishes of less than 500 inhabitants. 

The Society has endeavoured to ascer- 
tain the approximate extent of church 
repairing needed throughout the country. 
“In several dioceses,” states the Report, 
“little information was available owing 
to the fact that many parishes were en- 
deavouring to deal with repairs without 
requesting help from local funds, and 
Other cases only became known when 
partial collapse of part of the masonry,etc., 
made immediate action essential. Thus 
the need is obviously very much greater 
than is known at present, and expert 
inspection is called for throughout the 
country if many fine church fabrics are 
to be preserved.” Six dioceses place 
the possible essential expenditure upon 
church repairs at £50,000, £70,000, 
£75,000, £100,000, £200,000 and £300,000. 

Reports have been received from archi- 
tects on the condition of some 100 church 
fabrics in all parts of the country. Most 
of these record serious—and often dan- 
gerous—conditions calling for immediate 
action to save the fabric, and ‘in some 
cases parts of the churches have had to 
be closed to protect the congregations 
from possible falling masonry and the 
like. Other instances occur indicating 


conditions which could have been pre- 
vented by 
fabric. 


regular inspection of the 


by Holland Park-avenue; 


Danger of Permanent Harm. 


“SPEAKING generally,” adds _ the 
Report, “there is a real desire on the 
part of the majority of church officers 
to face up to the responsibility of safe- 
guarding the fabrics of which they are 
the temporary custodians, and one cor- 
respondent writes that he has been try- 
ing for a long time to get his architect 
to draw up a detailed account of the 
necessary work; another states that the 
expert consulted has been unable to 
visit the church owing to pressure of 
work, and a third that his parish is 
very poor and so remotely situated that 
he cannot incur the considerable cost for 
travelling expenses and time of a quali- 
fied expert. The cumulative result of 
lack of regular architectural inspection, 
coupled with shortage and cost of labour 
and materials during and since the War, 
is that many churches may suffer per- 
manent harm unless something can be 
done to help Parochial Church Councils 
with advice of an authoritative nature 
and with monetary grants.” 


More About Lawn Cemeteries. 


Our recent note on the proposal of 
the Wimbledon Corporation to provide 
a lawn cemetery on its new estate at 
Randall’s Park, Leatherhead, has brought 
us a letter from the Town Clerk of 
Northampton (published on page 627), 
who tells us that his Authority adopted 
a lawn cemetery layout for a portion 
of each of its three municipal cemeteries 
in 1947, and the idea is already proving 
acceptable. Requests for information 
about it have been received in Northamp- 
ton from burial authorities in various parts 
of the country, and a model has been sent 
for exhibition to Shrewsbury, Kettering 
and Newcastle-under-Lyme. We learn, by 
the way, that Wimbledon Council are to 
be recommended to approve the Leather- 
head scheme (which appears to be based 
on that of Northampton) at an early 
meeting. 


Kensington Replanning Scheme. 


THE first scheme of replanning a defi- 
nite area of the Borough of Kensington 
has now been completed. The area. to 
be known as “the Norland Neighbour- 
hood,” is the subject of a report by the 
Planning Consultant, Dr. Thomas Sharp, 
and Mr. H. Burleigh, the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor. 160 acres are 
involved (including 36 within Hammer- 
smith M.B.C.), and the area is bounded 
Clarendon- 
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road and Silchester-road; the Metropoli- 
tan Railway; and the West London rail- 
way back to Holland Park-avenue. Apart 
from a few buildings considered worthy 
of retention, the general condition is 
described as “a typical example of con- 
ditions resulting from blitz and blight.” 
There is a general lack of social ameni- 
ties in the area. 

The plan put forward by Kensington 
for that part of the area under its con- 
trol proposes to reduce the population by 
40 per cent. from the present figure of 
16,756 to 10,279. The report adds: “If 
the population standard and the open 
space standard are maintained, then the 
open space standard cannot be met. Which 
is to be chosen? In the scherne which 
we now put forward we have chosen the 
way of accepting a lower area of public 
open space because we believe it is bad 
planning to ask many people to live in 
blocks of flats of eight storeys or over and 
because we think that insuperable prob- 
lems will arise if the population of the 
near-central parts of London is to be 
reduced even more than the 3 per 
cent. which is now proposed.” There 
will, in the scheme put forward, be 2-3 
acres of public open space per 1,000 
population. Holland Park is shortly to 
become a public open space and school 
playing field, a provision that is above the 
minimum asked by the L.C.C. 


Youthful Fancies. 


THE boy who, at the age of seven, 
solemnly informs an aunt or uncle that 
he wants to be an engine driver “ when 
he grows up” rarely does become one. 
In fact, but a few seasons thereafter the 
stirring plop of a ball on bat will turn 
thoughts to the thrills of a cricket career. 
But not for long; youthful ambitions are 
as changeable as an April day, and be it 
tinkering, tailoring, soldiering or sailor- 
ing, each in turn is displaced by some 
new prospect which the changing hour 
provides. At 17, however, the choice of a 
career becomes a more serious and urgent 
problem, deserving of more attention than 
a light fancy borne on the breath of a 
summer breeze. What special training 
is required? How long will it take? What 
are the prospects? These are some of 
the questions to which youth, hesitating 
on the brink of a choice of career, re- 
quires truthful, dispassionate answers. 


Careers for Young Scots. a 


THE existence of such problems in the 
minds of young people about to leave 
school seems to have been realised in 
Scotland, for the Glasgow Careers 
Council for Secondary Scholars, 18, 
Cambridge-street, Glasgow, C.2, has 
arranged a series of Careers Meetings at 
the High School of Glasgow. The meet- 
ings, to which parents are also invited, 
are addressed by speakers eminent in 
their profession or field of activity, and 
the subjects of their talks range from 
architecture and quantity surveying to 
commercial art, from nursing and nursery 
nursing to domestic science and dietetics. 


The value of these meetings is that 
details of careers are brought to the 
student, thus saving him much time mis- 
spent in blind foraging for information 
on his own. Adequate machinery exists 
for helping students when a choice of 
career has been made. 

At a time when this country needs 
more than ever to’ make the very best 
possible use of its man- and woman- 
power, the scheme deserves commenda- 
tion, and if it is instrumental in placing 
but ten round pegs in ten round holes 
the effort will be well justified. 
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Furniture Design Conference. 

A CONFERENCE on furniture design, 
organised by the Council of Industrial 
Design, will be held from July 18 to 22 
in London at the R.ILB.A. 

Papers addressed to the scientist and 
technician, manufacturer and distributor, 
as well as to the designer, will be given by 
representative experts on some of the 
factors governing design, such as the 
scientific, social and economic aspects; the 
architectural setting; modern and tradi- 
tional materials, hand and machine 
methods; distribution; and training of 
designers. An open discussion forum 
will provide an opportunity for questions 
to be put to the lecturers. 

This is the second of such functions, 
planned primarily to enable the team of 
specialists now concerned with produc- 
tion in various fields to meet and ex- 
change views bearing on industrial design 
at first hand. It is also hoped to break 
‘down the water-tight compartments in 
which research applicable to the design 
problem sometimes tends to be con- 
ducted and so to help the designer perfect 
his technique. 

The conference is free, but formal en- 
rolment is necessary. Those interested 
should write, briefly indicating their pro- 
fessional or trade interest, to the Council 
of Industrial Design, Tilbury House, 
Petty France, London, S.W.1, marking 
their letters ‘“ Furniture Design Con- 
ference.” 

Relation of Planning to Art. 

THE subject of planning has been in- 
cluded in the syllabus of a course of 
instruction in art at the Residential 
Summer School on Art to be held from 
July 23 to 30 at Coleg Harlech, 
Merionethshire. There will be a series 
or lectures by Mr. P. G. Laws, A.R.LCS., 
A.M.T.P.I., the County Planning Officer 
for Merionethshire, on the “ Aesthetics of 
Planning,” and this series is integrated 
with others, in a comprehensive course. 

Coleg Harlech is, in term-time, a resi- 
dential college for full-time Adult Educa- 
tion. In the summer holidays, it supple- 
ments these activities by /holding 


residential summer schools for those 
whose time is more limited, and for those 
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who desire to continue instruction with 
a leavening of a holiday atmosphere. 
Further details of the courses may be 
obtained from the Secretary at Coleg 
Harlech. 


R.LC.S. Country Meeting. 

THis year’s annual country meeting of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors is to be held at Cambridge from 
June 21 to 23, the headquarters for the 
meeting being the “University Arms 
Hotel.” The programme includes a 
number of visits to buildings, etc., of 
interest and the annual country dinner 
is to take place on the second day of 
the meeting in the hall of Trinity Col- 
lege. During the meeting a paper on 
“‘ Developments in Estate Management at 


Cambridge University” will be read by 


Mr. Noel Dean, M.A., F.R.LCS. 


An Architect’s Estate. 

Mr. Wittiam G. NEwrTOoN, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., of The Old Rectory, Man- 
ningford Abbas, ~ Marlborough, left 
£38,364. 

A Surveyor’s Estate. 

THE late Sir Philip Pilditch, surveyor 
and land agent, who died in December 
last, aged 87, left £222,236, on which duty 
of £64,201 has been paid. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. FREDERICK MACMANwus, F.R.LB.A.. 
has resigned his appointment of archi- 
tect to the English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association (Incorporated), and has en- 
tered into partnership with Mr. Edward 
Armstrong, F.R.I.B.A., practising from 
19, Manchester-square. In future, the 
practice will be carried on from this 
address under the title of Edward Arm- 
strong and Frederick MacManus. 

Mr. EDWARD ARMSTRONG, F.R.I.B.A., 
announces that Mr. Frederick MacManus. 
F.R.I.B.A., has joined him as a principal 
partner in his practice and that he has 
also taken Mr. L. Howard Sadler, 
A.R.L.B.A., A.M.LStruct.E., into partner- 
ship as an Associate partner. The firm will 
be known as Edward Armstrong and 
Frederick MacManus, and the practice 
will be carried on at 19, Manchester- 
square, W.1. 





EUSTON STATION CENTENARY. The Great Hall, Euston Station, designed 
by Philip Hardwick, is among those buildings at the London terminus opened 
to the public 100 years ago this week. (See From “ The Builder,” 1849.) 
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MontaGu EvANS AND SON, architects 
chartered surveyors and town planning 
consultants, 21, Brunswick-square, W.C.j 
have Opened additional London offices 
at 12, ughty-street, W.C.1. This firm 
has also opened a branch office at 58 
London-road, Redhill, Surrey. Normally, 
Capt. Montagu Evans, M.C., F.R.1LCS. 
M.Inst.R.A., and Mr. M. Basil Evans 
M.B.E., F.R.LC.S., M.Inst.R.A., can be 
found at 21, Brunswick-square, and Mr. 
T. Nardecchia, B.Sc. (London), A.R.LCS,, 
at 12, Doughty-street. 


MEssRs. MILLER AND THOMAS, char- 
tered quantity surveyors, have com- 
menced practice at 13, Queen-square, 
Leeds, 2, and would be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc., at that address, 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, May 23. 

THe Royat SANITARY INSTITUTE.—Health 
Congress. Pavilion Theatre, Corn Exchange, 
Brighton, 9 a.m. Continuing until May 27, 

ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED Sur- 
VEYORS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—A.G.M. and 
address by Brig. A. H. Killick, C.B.E., D.S.0., 
M.C. 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 24. 

_ UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON.—Exhibi- 
tion of development plan for South Hammer- 
smith and talks by Prof. W. G. Holford, 
M.A., M.T.P.I., and Mr. Arthur Ling, B.A., 
M.T.P.I. Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS, 
—‘ The Economics of Building Operations 
and the Architect,’”’ by Prof. dan Bowen. 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 25. 

ARCHITECTURAL - ASSOCIATION.—Talk by 
Mr. A. F. Shannon on “ Architectural 
Criticism ” gta ae by Students’ Commit- 
tee). A.A., 34; Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

Thursday, May 26. 

HousiInG CENTRE Trust.—Coach tour of 
Holborn and Stoke Newington housing 
estates. Coaches leave 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1, at 1.30 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIA- 
TION.—Talk on “‘ London’s Housing Policy,” 
by Mr. C. W. Gibson,.J.P., M.P., chairman, 
L.C.C. Housing Committee. .Caxton Hall, 
Westminster. 6.15 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 


Saturday, May 19, 1849. 

THE GREAT HALL aT THE EUSTON 
STATION.—The public are aware that very 
considerable works have been in progress 
at the Euston Station ‘of the London and 
North-Western Railway for some time 
past. These are now drawing to a close, 
and the new building will be opened to 
the public in a few days. It comprises 
two booking offices. The one to the east 
occupies the site of the old one, and will 
be used for the principal part of the 
traffic; the other is quite new, and is in- 
tended chiefly for the. smaller trains. 
These open frem a hall of large siz 
which is the great public ante-room to 
all those apartments which are appro- 
priated to the passenger traffic. Into it 
will be wheeled all the luggage from the 
quadrangle in front, and here or in the 
waiting-room (which opens from it) pas- 
sengers may remain if-they are too early 
for their train. . . . The length of this 
vestibule is 125 ft. 6 in., the width 
61 ft. 4 in., and the height 60 ft., or as 
nearly as may. be two cubes . .. the 
ceiling is panelled, deeply recessed, with 
all the members fully enriched. It is 
connected with the walls by large orna- 
mented consoles of bold design. 
walls, which are rendered with grey 
Martin’s cement, are splashed as granite, 
and the Ionic columns . . . attached to the, 
wall at the other end of the room, are 
painted like red granite, with white caps 
and bases. 
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R.A. SUMMER 
EXHIBITION 


THE SCULPTURE GALLERIES 


THE sculpture galleries at this year’s 
Academy follow the familiar pat- 
tern: that is to say, there are a few exhi- 
bits that immediately attract attention 
by their size, with a surrounding display 
of smaller pieces such as statuettes, busts, 
heads, reliefs, etc., in a variety of mater- 
jals—bronze, lead, ivory, terra-cotta, 
plaster, stone and wood—most of it com- 

tent work, but having little interest 
em the strictly architectural point of 
view. The dominatiing exhibit in the 
Central Hall is the bronze fountain group 
entitled “Sea Piece” (1260), by Charles 
Wheeler, R.A., for the trustees of the Lady 
Lever Art Gallery, Port Sunlight. Remi- 
niscent of this artist’s work in one of the 
fountain basins of Trafalgar-square, the 
group, which comprises a sea-horse with 
two figures and a dolphin, is vigorously 
modelled and ‘presents pleasing curve- 
shapes from every point of view. In 
the Lecture Room nothing is more attrac- 
tive than the two groups for-the Memo- 
rial Fountain to Viscount Southwood, to 
be erected in the Garden of Remem- 
brance, St. James’s Church, Piccadilly 
(1339 and 1343). Each consists of a 
charming little figure astride a .dolphin 
with a fish in each hand. These are prob- 
ably the last works of Alfred Hardiman, 
R.A., whose recent death was a severe 
loss to British sculpture. 

Of work of strictly architectonic 
uality little is to be seen. The best of 
this kind is probably the relief in 
Ancaster stone (1244) entitled ‘The 
Wind and the Sea,” by Michael Clark. 
It shows two formalised figures fitted 
one above the other into a rectangular 
frame, making a rhythmical composition 
that stands comparison with the best 
work of the late Eric Gill. 'A smaller 
work of this order, but with a different 
subject, is a relief in Ancaster stone, 
“The VIL Station of the Cross” 
(1262), by P. Lindsey Clark. ‘“ Pastoral 
Symphony ” (1271), a low relief in Port- 
land stone, by Rosamund M. B. Fletcher, 
cleverly suggests animals under trees with 
hills in the background. “Sea Frolic” 


“THE WIND AND THE SEA,” a relief in Ancaster Stone. Michael Clark, Sculptor. 
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“SEA PIECE,” a bronze fountain group for the Trustees of the Lady Lever 
Art Gallery, Port Sunlight. Charles‘Wheeler, R.A., Sculptor. 


(1276), a low-relief carving of figures in 
Westmorland slate, by Estcourt J. Clack, 
is attractive in the rhythm of its compo- 
sition, but need the faces of the figures 
have been quite so grotesque? 

Sir William Reid Dick, R.A., shows his 
study for the statue of President . Roose- 
velt in Grosvenor-square (1342) which 
is not only an excellent likeness, but 
shows great skill in the modelling of the 
enveloping folds of the cloak. Extreme 
realism is seen in the model (1340) exhi- 
bited by Gilbert Ledward, R.A., of the 
central figure, “Commando,” for the 
Westminster Abbey Memorial to the 
Submarine Service of the Royal Navy, 
the Commando and the Airborne Forces, 
Ivory carvings by Richard Garbe, R.A., 
are always a feature’ of the Academy, 
and he fully sustains his reputation for 
sensitive work of this kind with his stat- 
uette, “Dryad of the Willows” (1312). 
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Among the heads, none is better than the 
bronze of Mr. Hannen Swaffer (1251), by 
Douglas R. Bisset, who has completely 
caught the expression of those inscrut- 
able features. 

It is to be regretted that there is so 
little sculpture of architectural interest 
at the Academy; but that is not the fault 
of the sculptors. Architecture, it is true, 
is not dependent upon the other arts, 
but how it can be enhanced by them, 
particularly by sculpture! Functional 
austerity in architecture must sooner or 
later run its course, and when it does, let 
us hope that the R.A. galleries will show 
a much larger proportion of work com- 
missioned for the adornment of build- 
ings. 

G. J. HowLina. 


THE WATER-COLOUR ROOMS 


MONG the exhibits in the water- 

colour rooms at the Royal Academy 
are a number of architectural subjects, 
the work of well-known artists. These 
exhibits are all the more interesting in 
view of the many historic architectural 
gems that are being swept away in the 
name of progress and development. 

Mr. Henry Rushbury’s exhibits, six in 
number, are principally views of Rome, 
and ‘the drawings show a knowledge of 
the subjects as well as being rich in detail, 
with some pleasing touches of colour. 


A good example of Mr. Hanslip 
Fletcher’s work is No. 865, “ Interior, 
East Malling,” a pen, ink and colour 
drawing. The room has an Adam ceiling 
and contains period furniture, while the 
walls are covered with old masters which 
add their own colour to the composition. 


Mr. John C. Moody’s “ Lincoln” (No. 
870) shows a fine view of the Cathedral 
silhouetted against the sky, the terraces of 
houses below appearing to form an 
approach or base to the Cathedral. Per- 
spective value is added to the picture by 
a barge on the left and warehouse on 
the right—a restful and pleasing work. 


Professor Richardson exhibits a view 
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of the Chapel at South Hill, Bedfordshire 
(No. 900), which admirably illustrates the 
old open timber construction. ‘“ Church 
of the Jacobins, Toulouse” (No. 950) is 
shown in grey tones which capture the 
atmosphere of the interior and form a 
setting for the well-grouped, colourful 
figures. : ‘ 

No. 875, “South Gate, King’s Lynn,’ 
by Arthur E. Davies, is a well-known sub- 
ject, in this case broadly treated and con- 
veying an excellent impression of the 
colour and character of the gate. 
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No. 952, “Haddiscoe Church, Nor- 
folk,” by Leonard R. Squirrell, is a fine, 
bold drawing of this round-towered 
church. The viewpoint, colouring and 
bold execution are reminiscent of the old 
water-colour painters. Altogether it is 
an admirable and sincere rendering. 

No. 983, “Storm at Mistra, Greece,” 
by W. J. Palmer-Jones, shows a Byzan- 
tine church with unusual exposed arches 
on the main front, possibly a ruin. The 
drawing well conveys the atmosphere 
described in the title. 


NINETEENTH-CENTURY LONDON 
Professor Richardson’s Talk to the Slade Society 


A VIVID word picture of England in 
the last century was presented by 
PROFESSOR A. RICHARDSON, R.A., 
when he addressed a recent meeting of 
the Slade Society at University College 
School on “ Architecture and the Arts 
in the Nineteenth Century.” 
Professor Richardson said: Let us 
acc@mpany John Constable, the painter, 
to the roof of the Keep in the Tower of 
London. It is the year 1806, the month 
is June, the hour midday, and the artist 
is painting a panoramic view of the 
Thames and London City looking towards 
the west. We are introduced to an 
enchanting scene both on the mahogany 
panel and the view before our eyes. 
There are the spires of Wren’s churches 
clustering round the majestic dome of 
St. Paul’s. There is old London Bridge, 
and in the middle distance Blackfriars 
Bridge. We view the massive tower of 
St. Saviour’s, Southwark, the distant 
towers of Westminster Abbey, and the 
white stone front of Somerset House. 
The detail is superbly painted. There is 
the new Custom House of yellow stock 
brickwork, with the bricklayers still at 
work. There is the tower of All Hallow’s, 
Barking, the Monument, and many other 
features of Old London. We remark on 
the skill of the talented limner in show- 
ing the majestic sweep of the Thames 
from the Pool towards Lambeth. What 
is most exciting, however, is the collec- 
tion of masts of the vessels lying in the 
Pool, and the frigate storeship moored 
by the Tower Quay. 
Constable has caught the cumulus 


banks of clouds which the light sea breeze 
drives gently over the face of the mighty 
City. What a picture—what a scene! 
John Constable has prepared a feast for 
posterity; London is shown as it was a- 
year after Trafalgar; it is the immortal 
City at the beginning of the last century 
of its age-old prosperity. None there are 
who can tell what the future. will bring. 
As yet the forces of mechanisation offer 
no threat to the tranquil beauty. Homage 
to you, Sir Artist, for fulfilling the com- 
mands of the high gods. 


At this-time London had a population 
of 1,000, souls. England was en- 
gaged in a life and death struggle with 
her mighty enemy, Napoleon. The Con- 
tinent was closed to English commerce. 
America was hostile—times were hard, 
wartime taxation pressed heavily on all 
classes. Curiously enough, building was 
going on in all directions. Artists were 
active; engineers were experimenting with 
steam locomotion; gas was in use for 
street lighting in some parts of London; 
the theatres were doing well, and those 
who led the fashionable world rejoiced 
in their privileges. In a sentence, wealth, 
rank and fashion, middle-class gentility, 
struggling poverty and brutal criminality, 
as represented by the puppets of the 
social order, were being transferred willy- 
nilly from the eighteenth to the nine- 
teenth century. There was a touch of 
progress in the cut of costumes, male and 
female. Already the airs and graces of 
the eighteenth century were being chal- 
lenged, but the old traditions died hard. 











GROUPS FOR MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN TO VISCOUNT SOUTHWOOD, 
to be erected in the Garden of Remembrance, St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, 


W.1. The late Alfred F. Hardi 


diman, R.A., Sculptor. 


Professor A. E. 


Richardson, R.A., is the architect for, the Garden of Remembrance. 
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The Era of Stucco. 

The scene- changes with extraordinary 
rapidity; the Regency ended in 1820, and 
then followed ten years of exciting living 
with George the Fourth, indulging his 
whims for a new palace. This was the 
era of stucco, when Belgravia arose at 
the command of Basevi, the architect, and 
Mr. Cubitt became a man of stature jn 
the building world. The King passes and 
is succeeded by William the Fourth. John 
Constable paints a coronation street 
scene in 1830. Railways are very much 
in the minds of engineers and speculators, 
for in some strange way the coming 
prosperity is sensed. Then, at the age 
of 18, Victoria succeeds to the throne 
and all the world is excited. During the 
short period of 14 years which separates 
the reign of William the Fourth from the 
Great Exhibition of 1851, much is accom- 
plished. This was due to the extra- 
ordinary development of trade and the 
expansion of industry in the Midlands 
and the North. The Great Exhibition 
was highly artificial, rather like the orchid 
growths which are forced in a conserva- 
tory. In fact, the simile of the Crystal 
Palace and the glasshouse is apposite, 

For the next decade things jogged on, 
the tendeney being to make all things as 
permanent as possible, It was, in fact, 
this passion to cheat futurity of its sting 
which led to so many mistakes. At this 
period the example of Paris was irresis- 
tible to London and the world of fashion 
in England. Thus, while Paris was re- 
garded in pious horror, its art was 
imitated almost as religiously. This ex- 
plains why we have so many Second 
Empire buildings in London, including 
the Grosvenor Hotel, the Langham, 
Charing Cross, and certain terraces at 
Kensington. 


Medizval Art Revival. 


Parallel to this was the revived interest 
in medieval art. The great figure was Sir 
Gilbert Scott, but his work did not repre- 
sent the most advanced ideas. Jn the 
field of the Arts, all sorts of revivals were 
in action; the pre-Raphaelite succeeded 
the Munich Group; the followers of 
Ruskin denounced certain medizvalists; 
the classicists, including Professor 
Cockerell and his talented son, were in 
a minority. National taste, from 1851 to 
1863, was in a state of confusion. In one 
direction alone, book illustration—that is, 
engraving, woodcuts and lithography— 
did art show signs of health. 

By 1870 things began to improve. The 
influence of Thackeray’s novels focused 
attention on the period of Queen Anné 
and the Georges. There was rebellion 


‘ among thinkers who could not bear to 


see the cathedrals and -churches spoiled 
by over-restoration. Thus, while portrait 
painting and sculpture remained mun- 
dane, topographical art and arghitecture 
showed a new vitality. 

It was due, however, to Kate 
Greenaway that ople first showed 
interest in the children’s costumes of the 
Regency. This was in 1875, when Kate 
Greenaway opened her little shop. in 
,Upper-street, Islington, a very appropriate 
place for the purpose... Architects soon 
followed the lead. Then ensued a passion 
for the style of Queen Anne, encouraged 
tirst by Eden Nesfield and later by 
Norman Shaw, who arrived at Georgian 
by devious stages, I should say by George 
Devey exemplars. The “ eighties” were 
very artistic; we value Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s light operas; we adore the 
paintings of Tissot, Whistler and Cecil 
Lawson. Then came the “ nineties ” with 
the brilliant and careless society described 
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Oscar Wilde, when Phil May carica- 
tured all types and the London coster 
irls dre: in the fashion of Gains- 
porough ladies. Time, however, was 
pringing its revenges, and the ‘century 
closed with the Boer War, which revealed 
the hostility of Europe and presaged 
things to come. f 

Travel and Communications. 

Living for some years under the rule of 
Queen Victoria I can describe with an 
aimost patriarchial interest the glamour 
of that later period. It was a world of 
yast dimensions. England was a large 
country, and men, women and children 
were anchored to the spot in which they 
were born. The telegraph was available, 
the telephone but a toy. Electric light 
was also a novelty in 1890, There were 
no motor cars, but plenty of bicycles and 
tricycles with solid tyres and spider 
wheels. The 54-inch ordinaries (miscalled 
penny-farthings to-day) were very popu- 
lar. In fact, Cartis rode 20 miles in the 
hour in the “ eighties.” In summer time 
Butterfly coaches left London for Oxford, 
Cambridge and Brighton. There were a 
few dining coaches on the smart ex- 
presses, and a, few sleeping coaches 
attached to the long-distance trains. 
Every night at 10 o'clock four-horsed 
coaches left St. Martin’s-le-Grand 
for Bedford, Cambridge, Colchester, 
Oxford, Dover, Brighton and Birming- 
ham. These vehicles carried parcels and 
late-fee letters. I remember encounter- 
ing four of these latter-day mail coaches 
in Hitchin Market Place at two o’clock in 
the morning some 50° years ago, The 
streets of London were mainly paved with 
granite, and the roar of traffic was 
terrific, but in the City proper the’ streets 
were finished with asphalt. 

Then there was the delight of the steam 
excursions to Greenwich, when the 
Thames was packed with sailing vessels 
and a forest of masts stretched from the 
Pool to Greenwich. Those were the great 
days of the ‘“Thermopyle” and the 
“Cutty Sark,” the fastest sailing ships in 
the world: vessels that attained speeds 
of 14 to 20 knots, as fast as the modern 
steam liner. You could travel then by 
sea and land just as fast as you.can to-day. 
Edinburgh was reached ir nine hours— 
Paris in ten—Dublin in 12. The great 
expresses, “The Scotsman,” “ The Wild 
Irishman” and “ The Flying Dutchman ” 
were wondrous to the schoolboy. As for 
the countryside, it was unspoiled. It 
began at Highgate Village. Hampstead 
was a sleepy country town with corn 
growing on the heath. You looked north- 
wards on a countryside unsullied, just as 
honest John Constable saw it; and you 
looked over London just as you do to- 
day, but it was a shade more smoky then: 

Eheu Anni Fugaces. Where is all that 
activity now? Where are the giant forces 
unleashed by Victorian energy? Where 
are the hopes and the ambitions of that 
age of illusion? [I will say—in_ this 
College, in this Assembly; for we are the 
outcome of all that excitement, and we, 
too, must depart. 


A Talk on Housing. 


“Lonpon’s HousinG Poticy” will be 
the subject of an address by Mr. Charles 
W. Gibson, J.P., M.P., chairman of the 
LCC. Housing Committee, at a meeting 
Organised by the Town and Country 

lanning Association to be held at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on May 26 af 6.15 p.m. 
The admission charge is 1s. and applica- 
tions for tickets. may be made to the 
Meeting Organiser, Town and ‘Country 
Planning Association, 28, King-street, 
Covent Garden, W,C.2,. 


6 


THE BUILDER 


R.A. Exhibition, 1949. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


DOWN THE THAMES. By Martin Briggs. 
omens Herbert Jenkins, Ltd.) Price 
Ss. net. 


[HE idea of following the course of the 

Thames from its source to its mouth 
must have occurred, at some time or 
another, to many people, but few can 
have carried through that arduous if 
pleasurable undertaking. One who has 
done so—admittedly not in one opera- 
tion but in stages over a period of years 
—is that confirmed and _ enthusiastic 
traveller, Mr. Martin Briggs, who records 
the experience as a continuous journey 
in this entertaining and informative book. 
He appears to have done most, or a 
good deal, of the 191 miles the hard way, 
on foot, but he has occasionally made use 
of ‘the bicycle, the rowing boat and the 
steamer, and, in the lower reaches, even 
of the prosaic bus. 

‘Choosing “Thames Head,” at Trews- 
bury Mead, and not “Seven Springs,” 
near Cirencester, as the authentic source 
of the river, Mr. Briggs was surprised, 
as others have been, to find that in “ this 
peaceful. and lovely spot, 356 feet above 
sea-level in the Cotswold country . . . for 
a large part of the year there is not a drop 
of water issuing from the spring beneath 
the little heap of stones that mark its 
position.” However, a couple of fields 
away he found running water, though for 
several miles there seemed to be far less 
than would float a canoe. At Ashton 
Keynes, however, about six miles by 
water from the source, the stream becomes 
a brook, and we start on a riparian pil- 
grimage that for lovers of history, river 
scenery and topography is never without 
interest. Mr. Briggs seldom. strays far 
from the river bank and is content, for 
the most part, to describe only what can 
be seen or is easily accessible from the 
river. lo significant bend, change of 
scenery, or notable building escapes his 
observant eye, and he is ready either to 
linger in the placid smaller places like 
Abingdon, Dorchester and Wallingford, 
or to make a complete stop at famous 
towns like Oxford-and Windsor and Eton, 
giving us the chief points in their his- 
tory and describing their principal archi- 
tectural features, recording even the 
latest town planning proposals or recom- 
mendations of the C.P.R.E. And so on 
to London and to Tilbury, where the 
journey ends, ele. 







prawn A. Douglas Robinson. 
HOUSE AND GARDEN, EAST KNOYLE, WILTSHIRE. 
A: Douglas Robinson, F.R.LB.A., Architect. 


Mr. Briggs contrives to impart a great 
deal of information in a most entertain- 
ing way, and now and again draws appro- 
priately on the writings of earlier travel- 
lers like Camden, Celia Fiennes, Evelyn, 
Pepys and Cobbett. The book is illus- 
trated by 100 of. the author’s charming 
pen-and-ink sketches as well as by 
several specially drawn maps and plans. 
It is an indispensable companion for any- 
one who proposes to do the long journey, 
while for those who do not it suggests an 
immense variety of shorter excursions of 
interest and delight. G. J. 


THE ENGLISH INTERIOR. 1500 to 1900. 
By Ralph Dutton. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 21s. 


Since the war there has been a minor 
spate :of books on various phases of 
English historic architecture. | Whether 
this is due to mere nostalgia, to a natural 
looking back to what appear to be 
happier and more secure times, or to a 
genuine growth of interest in our architec- 
tural inheritance, so much of which was 
lost or damaged in the war, it is hard to 
say. Whatever the reason, the develop- 
ment is a welcome one, particularly when 


it brings us books like the one under notice, 


which completes a trilogy, of which the 
other two volumes were on “The English 
Garden” and “The English Country 
House.” Mr. Dutton, a skilful and well- 
informed guide, who wears his learning 
lightly, takes us from early Tudor times 
to the late nineteenth century, showing 
how the English interior evolved over 
these four centuries as a result of the 
many influences at work, cultural, social, 
industrial and economic. The story, 
which is told in a way that must retain 
the interest of the most general of readers, 
is profusely illustrated by numerous 
coloured plates, plans and diagrams in the 
text, and nearly 200 other reproductions 
from photographs, paintings, etc., show- 
ing characteristic interiors with, in the 
majority of cases, their contemporary fur- 
nishings. It is a book that, with a few 
reservations—Regency interiors, for in- 
stance, might be better illustrated—may 
be commended to the student as well as 
the general reader. 

English domestic architecture, perhaps 
England’s greatest contribution to the arts, 
is, as the author points out, fast being 
impoverished and reduced. The. most . 
famous houses will no doubt survive 
under the care of the National Trust, 
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and many others will “preserve an 
impersonal existence as homes or educa- 
tional centres.” What is to happen to 
the great number of unpretentious houses 
of some size, “the houses of charm and 
of modest architectural merit, set perhaps 
in the depth of the country far from a 
town’? Mr. Dutton thinks they have 
little prospect of survival. “ Within a few 
years,” he writes, “a thicket of brambles 
may be all that exists to mark the site 
of a building on which centuries of work 
and great quantities of money had been 
expended.” Here is a pressing problem 
for our preservation societies. It would 
be a sad day for our country if Mr. 
Dutton’s gloomy prophecy were to be 
fulfilled. 
G. J. H. 


THE ORNAMENTAL DESIGNS OF THOMAS 
CHIPPENDALE (Alec. Tiranti, Ltd.) 
Ts. 6d. 

THIS is a companion volume to: that 
recently published which dealt with Book- 
cases, Chairs, Tables, etc., and illustrates 
a selection of 80 designs chosen by Mr. 
R. W. Symonds, many of the more orna- 
mental or rococo designs from Chip- 
pendale’s “ The Gentleman and Cabinet- 
makers’ Directory 1762.” The illustrations 
form a useful guide to the characteristics 
of the rococo style. It is doubtful if 
many of these extremely ornate designs 
were ever executed. Great charm was 
possessed by the lesser examples illus- 
trated. The volume will be a useful ad- 
dition to the collector’s library, and help 
him to place simplified examples, if not 
made by Chippendale then by his host 
of followers. The letterpress is in English 
and French. ; 

W. J. W. 


THe Law or Housinc. By Sir W. Ivor 
Jennings. Third Edition revised and 
edited by Harold Marnham, B.A., 
LL.B. Pp. lix. 847. (London: Charles 
Knight and Co., Ltd.) Price £3 3s. 
Since the second edition of this book 

was published nearly 13 years ago, seven 
Housing Acts have been added to the 
Statute Book, and the Acquisition of 
Land Act, 1946, has modified the proce- 
dure for the compulsory purchase of 
land by public authorities. In addition, 
numerous orders, circulars and regula- 
tions have been issued on the subject of 
housing since 1936. A new edition was, 
therefore, urgently necessary. 

The learned editor of the third edition 
has retained the shape and size of the 
previous edition as far as possible; in par- 
ticular, the division into four parts 
remains. Part I comprises a most valu- 
able survey of the Housing Acts, divided 
into 15 chapters, four of which deal with 
various aspects of housing finance and 
have been contributed by Mr. Frank E. 
Price, F.S.1.A.A. Part II is wholly 
devoted to the Housing Act, 1936, which 
is still the principal Act. In addition to 
copious cross references and notes of 
cases, etc., pertaining to each section, 
there are special financial’ notes by Mr. 
Price wherever appropriate. 

Part III contains the other relevant 
statutes passed both before and since 
1936, together with certain Defence Regu- 
lations affecting housing which are still 
in- force. The learned editor has not, 
however, attempted, beyond drawing 
attention to them, to deal with the 
changes. in the law of compulsory pur- 
chase and compensation made by the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
Nor has he dealt with the Rent Restric- 
tion Acts, which some might regard as 
part of the law of housing. Anyone who 
is familiar with the complexities of these 
two subjects will realise that the editor 
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has chosen the only practicable course 
in this matter, Part IV contains a selec- 
tion of the most important orders and 
circulars. One can only sympathise with 
the publishers and the editor that as soon 
as this excellent third edition had 
appeared, yet another Bill was presented 
to Parliament. This Bill proposes a 
number of important changes, notably the 
deletion of the phrase “ working classes ” 
wherever it appears in the 1936 Act—a 
deletion’ which will, of course, consider- 
ably extend the powers and responsi- 
bilities of local authorities in the field 
of housing. The new Bill is not yet law, 
however, and even when it is passed (as 
it presumably will be in the course of 
the next few months) the third edition 
of Jennings on Housing Law will pro- 
vide a valuable groundwork to the under- 
standing of the Housing Acts. 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAWING. By G. D. 
Gordon Hake and _ Eustace H. 
Button. (Second Edition.) Pp. vii, 96. 
Illustrated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 


12s. 6d. net. 
little book was first 


Tus useful 
published 20 years ago. Although 
presentation 


fashions in architectural 
change as often as in architectural design, 
the fundamentals of draughtsmanship 
remain constant, so that the sound judg- 
ment shown by authors in their first 
edition makes substantial alterations 
in. the second one unnecessary.’ The 
changes are, in fact, very slight, and are 
almost entirely confined to the illustra- 
tions. Only on p. 64, where short para- 
graphs explaining axonometric and 
oblique projection have been added at 
the end of a chapter, has the text been 
modified; and on p. 56 a “Gill sans 
serif ” alphabet has been inserted. Two 
of the old plates have been discarded 
and eight new ones added. Four of these 
illustrate, in axonometric, perspective, 
and orthograpbic projection, buildings 
by Le Corbusier and Jeanneret (wrongly 
spelt “ Janneret”), There are two new 
plates of beautiful Roman _ lettering, 
one being a fine sketch by Sydney R. 


Jones, and the other a classical composi: 


tion by D’Espouy. The format of the 


book is most attractive. 
M. S. B. 


BUILDING SCIENCE: Papers Prepared for 
the Architectural Science Board of the 
R.L.B.A. Edited by D. Dex Harrison. 
Pp. ix, 196 with 90 illustrations. (George 
Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) 21s. net. 
Tus well-produced volume preserves in 

permanent form 14 important lectures 

organised by the Architectural Science 

Board and delivered at the R.I.B.A. 

during recent years, the preface being 

dated August, 1946. These lectures were 
designed, the editor informs us, “ to cover 
the whole field of what may broadly be 
termed ‘building science.” He adds 
that “it is not, from its nature, a text- 
book within the usual meaning of that 
word, and it is not intended that it should, 
in textbook manner, be comprehensive. 

Rather, it is a series of advanced notes 

on subjects quite unconnected with each 

other.” This frank statement is perfectly, 
correct, but naturally raises.a question as 
to the meaning of that singular term 

“ building science.” Of these 14 essays, 

the first, by Mr. Hartland Thomas, serves 

as a general introduction, and _ deals 
admirably with “ Architecture: a Bridge 
between Art and Science.” It is per- 
suasively written, full of ideas; and 
nobody would dispute that architecture 
should form such a bridge, but most of 
us have realised that for a good. many 
years, - Then, rather surprisingly, comes 
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an essay on “The Technique of Sociai 

Survey ”; and next, a strange bedfellow 

one on “Building Plant.” Of the tej 
mainder, one is concerned with the 
weathering of materials, one with founda. 
tions, one with timber structures, three 
with concrete and rendered surfaces, three 
with heating, and two with lighting. jj 
are learned, practical and scientific, Aj 
treat of aspects of building which are im. 
portant to-day, and much of the informa. 
tion is either too recent or too abstruse to 
be found within the covers of any text. 
book of building construction. There is 
a hint in the preface that the range of go. 
called “ building science ” as here defined 

is too extensive for “ any single group of 
men ”—architects or builders; “so the 

architect, the engineer, the builder, and 
the manufacturer must work together.” 
but this book proves that they will have 
to lean fairly heavily upon the pundits 
of the Building Research Station. 

M. S. B, 


BUILDINGS AND PROSPECTS. By 
Piper. (London: 
Press.) Price 18s. 
_ THis is inteaded to be regarded 

picture book, with text elucidating we 

Pictures, the whole representing “ part of 

a painter’s background.” The illustrations 

consist of reproductions of photographs 

mostly by Mr. Piper, of some of his draw. 
ings, and of a number of old prints and 
engravings relative to the various literary 
themes of the book. Simple, functional 
things with a nautical flavour, like light- 
houses, buoys, harbour lights, stone bol- 
lards, jetties, and seamarks have a strong 
attraction for Mr. Piper, but he has also 

a perceptive eye for architecture, particu- 

larly the simple, unassertive little build- 

ings still happily to be. found in some of § 
our older seaside and inland towns. The 

half-score of articles included, some of 

which are of the order of essays, have 

mostly seen print before, but they are well 

worth collecting to make a book. 

Some artists can express themselves 
only with brush and pencil; not so Mr. 
Piper, who writes as well as he draws— 
some, indeed, may think ‘better. His 
chief love is for old, weather-worn things 
perhaps the best and most charac- 
teristic article is that on “Pleasing 

to take 
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strange it is that the abhorred of yester- 
day should become the admired of to- 
Mr. Piper’s enthusiasm for the 
decorative wantonness of the Victorian 
gin palace may be cited. There may 
be something in his view that public 
houses should not be consciously in good 
taste, but the line has to be drawn some- 
where, and we draw it firmly at 
gin palaces. Perhaps if a gin palace 
were still to be found at the corner of 
every street, and this type of building, 
owing to the strenuous rebuilding activi- 
ties of the brewers, had not become some- 
thing of a museum piece, with a scarcity 
value, there would be no enthusiasm for 
Mr. Piper, however, if we may judge 
from his architectural drawings, sees 
almost everything with a slightly myopic 
eye, which is perhaps the explanation of 
his affection for rococo depravity. Not- 
withstanding, this book has charm and 
interest as showing the reactions of an 
artist to architecture and topography as 
subject matter for interpretation. 
G. 


sae obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “ The Builder,” 4 Catherine 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 
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Seen above are terraces of 2- and 3-bedroom south-aspect houses with 2-bedroom houses in pairs up the distant 


slope. 


Below : 


lans of terrace houses. 


MOORLANDS HOUSING SCHEME, BATH 


J. OWENS, M.1.Mun.E., F.R.LC.S., CITY ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR 


P. KENNERELL POPE, A.R.I.B.A., CHIEF ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


THE Moorlands Housing Estate 

was the first completely new site 
to be developed by the City Council 
after the war and is now nearing 
completion. The first houses were 
completed and occupied twelve months 
ago. The site lies to the south-west 
of and approximately a mile and a 
half from the city centre. 

A school centre has been planned 
on the fringe of the park land to the 
south and immediately adjoining the 
estate, and the Infant’s School, designed 
by Messrs. Pictor, Snailum and 
Huggins, F. and A.R.I.B.A., is already 
under construction. 





The 211 dwellings are arranged in 
pairs and in terraces of six, eight and 
ten. The accommodation is provided 
as follows :—one-bedroom flats, 12 ; 
two-bedroom houses, 114; three- 
bedroom houses, 74; four-bedroom 
houses, 11. 

Within these four main_ types, 
thirteen different plans were designed 
to suit varying aspects and to enable 
the houses to be constructed in pairs, 
terraces, stepped terraces and in 
juxtaposition with each other. 

External walls are I1-in. cavity, 
with Bath stone rangework outer 
skin and 4-in. concrete block inner 























skin. Below d.p.c. the outer skin is of 
dark grey faced concrete rangework 
and the cavity filled in with fine con- 
crete. 

Outbuilding walls are of Bath 
stone, 4 in. thick, while internal 
partitions are of 4-in. or 3-in. con- 
crete or 3-in. or 2-in. lightweight par- 
tition blocks. 

Party walls are 10-in. cavity using 
4-in. concrete blocks with no wall 
ties. 

Floors in the living-rooms are wood 
blocks on concrete, with quarry tiles 
on concrete in the entrance halls and 
roloured concrete in the kitchens. 
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MOORLANDS HOUSING SCHEME, BATH. Seen above (left) is a pair of 3-bedroom houses and (right) a 
pair of 2-bedroom houses. Lansdown can be seen in background. Below: Plans of 2-bedroom houses. 
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ia 
GROUND FLOOR FOUNDATION PLAN 


First floors are timber throughout, All windows are standard metal (8 dwellings), E. Mortimer & Son (12), 
except in the flats, which have con- casements in precast concrete sur- D. White (4), C. H. Beazer (4), 
crete on Hy-rib with wood block rounds. J. Long & Sons, Ltd. (4), Cole and 
finishes in living-rooms, bedrooms and The contractors for the houses were. Evans (8), A. Clifford & Son (6), 
landing. Contract No. 1: A. A. Andrew’ W. Bright (6), Axford & Smith (6), 
V. L. H. Toogood (6), Taylor Davey 
& Brice (6), E. Chancellor & Sons 
(6), F. E. Hale (8), J. Foster & Sons 
(4). Contract No. 2: Howell Bros 
(23. dwellings). Contract No. 3: 
Taylor Davey & Brice (26 dwellings). 
ee Contract No. 4: T. Brain & Co. 
aecmbies rh (14 dwellings). Contract No. 5: 
; a ; lace | Axford & Smith (4 dwellings), A. A. 
; site ! Andrews (10), Abbott & Son (10), 
} 























R. Best & Sons, .Ltd. (8), Coombes & 
panier . 1 Co. (4), Clifford & Son (2), Densem 
Bieta | ? & Sons (4), Parry & Son (4), V. L. H. 
' : Toogood (6), A. Viles & Sons (8). 
Messrs. W. C. Noad carried out the 
plumbing on contracts Nos. 1, 2, 3 
and 4, and Messrs. G. A. Glisson on 
contract No. 5. Messrs. Christy Bros. 
& Co., Ltd., were responsible for 
electrical installations on all contracts, 
CCee: Oe a while Messrs. J. T. Andrews (Bristol) 
of flatted houses. provided the garden fencing. 
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MOORLANDS HOUSING SCHEME, BATH. Seen above are 2-bedroom south-aspect houses on a steep 
slope with open forecourts and flower beds used to curtain steps and terraces. Below: The same houses, 


looking back towards the centre of the estate. 





THE BUILDER 


OFFICE PREMISES, HAMMERSMITH 
for Messrs. George Wimpey and Co., Ltd. 
SIR JOHN BURNET, TAIT AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


HESE office premises at The 
Grove, Hammersmith, London, 
for Messrs. George Wimpey and 
Co., Ltd., building and engineer- 
ing contractors, were designed by 
Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners, 
chartered architects. Work was 
commenced in January, 1947, and 
was completed in March this year. 
The problem was to provide a 
building in London to house staff 
hitherto evacuated to Denham as a 
result of the loss of buildings on 
the site by enemy action. The pre- 
mises, which are four-storeyed and 
are laid out on a 12-ft. grid, face 
east on a made-up road frontage 
of 180 ft. and 150 ft. deep. They 
are flanked by terrace houses and 
there are service roads on all sides 
of the building. The plan is U- 
shaped with a frontage of 158 ft., 
the wings running east and west 
to a depth of 115 ft. 


The structure generally is steel 
framed encased in concrete. Walls 
are 134 in. solid, having 44 in./9 in. 
Portland stone facing throughout, 
bonded to the brickwork. 

Roofs are flat, laid to falls. Bitu- 
minous ply roofing is laid on ther- 
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mal insulation on hollow tile con- 
struction. 

Entrance and lobby doors on 
Staircases are of __ steel-framed, 
double-swing type, fully glazed, 
with side lights. All other doors 
are of flush ply-faced timber. 

Walls and ceilings are plastered 
and distempered throughout office 
and general areas. Entrance halls 
and staircases are in terrazzo, lava- 
tory walls being cold glazed. 

Floors are wood block through- 
out except for terrazzo in entrance 
halls, staircases and lavatories. 

Fluorescent lighting is installed 
in offices, with filament lamps else- 
where. 

The premises have low-combus- 
tion oil-fired heating and hot-water 
installation, with radiators through- 
out. A mechanical extract system 
operates in all offices, providing 
two air changes per hour to assist 
natural cross-ventilation of rooms. 

Mr. Maurice G. Bland, O.B.E., 
M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.E.E., was speci- 
alist consultant for the project. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. George Wimpey and Co., 
Ltd. 
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Following dare the principal sub. 
contractors : — 

Universal Steel Door and Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd., structural steel. 
work; South-Western Stone Co, 
Ltd., stonework; Troughton and 
Young, Ltd., electrical fitt ngs; 
Matthew Hall and Co., Ltd., heat. 
ing and ventilating; G. K. Jensen 
and Co., Ltd., lifts; Vigers Eros, 
Ltd., wood block flooring; Gri ndy 
Arnatt, Ltd., balustrading; Ma ider 
Bros., Ltd., paint; J. H. Jenner and 
Co., Ltd., plastering; Williams and 
Williams, Ltd., metal wind ws; 
John Thompson (Beacon Windc ws), 
Ltd., metal door frames and _)or- 
rowed lights; Aygee, Ltd., glaz ng, 
Walter Lawrence and Son, : td, 
joinery; Reliance Telephone o,, 
Ltd., internal telephones; Ja nes 
Gibbons and Co., Ltd., ironn on- 
gery; Diespeker and Co., Ltd., ‘er- 
razzo and suspended floors; Moc ern 
Surfaces, Ltd., ‘““ Muroglaze ” fin’sh; 
Benjamin Edgington, Ltd., ‘lag 
masts; Associated Clay Industiies, 
sanitary fittings; Standard lat 
Roofing, Ltd., roofing; Sound 
Rentals, Ltd., Tannoy system; 
Beresford and Hicks, Ltd., board- 
room and dining-room furniture; 
Steel Bracketing and Lathing, Lid., 
suspended ceilings; E. Hilburn and 
Co., blinds; Chubb and Son’s Safe 
Co., Ltd., strong-room doors; E. J. 
and A. T. Bradford, Ltd., plastic 
lettering and signwriting. 
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LOCK-KEEPERS’ 
HOUSES, OLD FORD 
for Lee Conservancy Board 


HOBDAY AND MAYNARD, 
F. and A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


HIS scheme comprised the erec- 
tion of three small houses at 
Old Ford Locks for the Lee 
Conservancy Board, now replaced 
hy the Docks and Inland Water- 
ways Executive, to accommodate a 
Collector of Tolls and two Lock- 
keepers. 

The site was an awkward one, 
being of made ground, bounded on 
two sides by water and on the other 
two by factory buildings. There 
was no access to the site by road, 
but this was overcome hy the 
courtesy of the adjoining owners. 

Each house comprises a kitchen- 
living room, scullery, sitting room, 
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REMODELLING — 





Paton 


R.A. Exhibition, 1949. 











Drawn by J. R. Stammers. 


BARON’S COURT, COUNTY TYRONE: REMODELLING. Prof. A. E. Richardson, R.A., Architect. 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1949. 


Drawn by Lawrence Wright. 


HOUSING AT THAXTED. Gerald Lacoste, M.B.E., A.R.LB.A., Architect. 
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R.A. Exhibition, 1949 Drawn by Edmund Ward, A.R.I.B.A. 


BOROUGH OF WOOD GREEN CIVIC CENTRE. Sir John Brown, A. E. Henson & Partners, Architects. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to h letters on profes- 
other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not neers 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, w w 
oblige us if they will expresa their views ge briefly 
as possible.) 


Is House Construction Efficiently 
Organised? 





To THe Eprror oF The Builder. 


GR. —We are told by leaders of the 
industry that houses will be. pro- 
duced cheaper and quicker within the next 
year, but no one, so far as I know, has 
been bold enough to predict the antici- 
pated percentage saving in cost or the rate 
of increase in speed. The answer to these 
questions would enable the matter to be 
placed in its proper perspective, but what 
most persons responsible for house build- 
ing would like to know is the means by 
which the benefits are to be derived. 

There is undoubtedly a trend towards 
mechanisation within the trade and this, 
combined with the improvement in the 
supply position, perhaps accounts for the 
modest saving in cost already achieved. 
The greatest contribution which could be 
made would: be from larger output per 
man-hour, and, fer utr incentives are 
producing a limited effect in this direc- 
tion, progress is slow. 

The problem is urgent, and calls for the 
careful and immediate consideration of 
all sides of the industry. Architects 
should design the houses with full regard 
to the practical construction of the build- 
ings, and should ruthlessly cut out any 
unnecessary complication, . 

The following are a few typical sugges- 
tions :=—= 

(a) Foundations should be simple in 
shape to avoid unnecessary labour and 
facilitate the use of mechanical plant; 

(b) On good ground, foundations 
might even be omitted entirely; 

(c) Some simpler system of construct- 
ing flues should be found to avoid the 
complicated construction and corbelling 
now adopted; : 

(d) Plumbing systems should be sim- 
plified and all plumbing in the roof 
space eliminated. A more general use 
of patent tanks might be helpful in this 
connection; i 

(e) The houses should be so designed: 
that comparatively large units, such as 
complete staircases, could be utilised. — 
There is little value in adapting present 

designs of houses to suit more rapid 
methods of building unless the builder is 
prepared to take full advantage of the 
opportunities offered, It therefore calls 
for very close co-operation between 
builders and architects at all stages. 

Builders and. operatives seem to have a 
natural inclination to the proved methods 
of their forefathers, and if new processes 
do not fit with previous practice they are 
likely to be condemned. 4 

The extensive use of mechanical plant 
calls for a re-orientation of site arrange- 
ments. The buildings must be designed, 
and work must be organised, with a view 

to the use of plant whereyer possible, as 

it is only by this means that plant will pay 
its way. If the builder keeps his plant 
fully employed, good progress and reason- 
able costs should not be difficult to attain. 
H. C. ROWLEY. 
Norwich. : 


“A Lawn Cemetery,” Northampton. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
_Sir—I notice under the heading 
“Notes.and News” in your issue of 
April 8 that you make mention of a 
Proposal to. provide a lawn cemetery at 
the Wimbledon Corporation’s estate at 
Leatherhead. I think you may be 
interested to know that in Northampton 
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A “Lawn Cemetery,” Northampton. 


we adopted a lawn cemetery layout for 
a portion of each of the three municipal 
cemeteries in 1947, and the idea is already 
proving very acceptable to those wishing 
to reserve grave spaces. The Wimbledon 
proposals are, I believe, based upon the 
Northampton Corporation idea, as, in 
fact, I have supplied the Town Clerk of 
Wimbledon with a certain amount of 
information. Copies of a pamphlet have 
been made available for the general 
public which tell in non-technical terms 
the intentions of the Council in connec- 
tion with the new areas. A large model 
was prepared in 1947 and this was. dis- 
played at the various Cemetery Superin- 
tendents’. offices and also at the Town 
Hall. The pamphlets were distributed 
to local undertakers and monumental 
masons, and the local Press has given con- 
siderable assistance. 

Only part of each cemetery is laid 
out as a lawn cemetery, so that persons 
wishing to purchase grave spaces may 
choose the old: method or the new lay- 
out. It is the belief of the Council that 
the new layout is so much more pleasing 
in a nce and considerably less 
trouble to the owners of the grave 
spaces that it will rapidly become 
popular. In the largest of the three 
municipal cemeteries there were over 100 
interments er reservations in the lawn 
cemetery last year. This new proposal 
has created a good deal of. interest 
amongst burial authorities; and I have 
received requests for information from 
various parts of the country. The model 
-itself has been sent for exhibition to such 
here fos. places as Shrewsbury, Kettering 
and Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

: C. E. Vrvian Rowe, 
Town Clerk. 
Guildhall, Northampton. 


Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—On January 28 you published 
a letter I wrote regarding the above 
matter, in which I called attention to the 
rospective: depreciation of site value of 
ully developed land. In that letter I 
stated that, when Pye becomes 
necessary, the loss of site value may be 
anticipated in consequence of the powers 
contained in the Act, whereby existing 





(See letter.) 


building bye-laws can be suspended and 
whereby a policy entailing drastic restric- 
tion of the present profitable usage of 
fully developed building sites will be en- 
forced. In order to obtain an official 
view regarding the admissibility of such 
claims; a letter was sent to Sir Robert 
Fraser, of the Central Land Board, on 
February 28 last. At the end of March 
the following reply was. received, signed 
by Mr. L. W. Homan, the Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Central Land Board. 


Sir Robert Fraser has asked me to reply 
to your letter of February 28, asking whether 
claims against the £300 million for the depre- 
ciation in the value of land by virtue of the 
Town and Country Fi A 1947, can 
be made in respect of restrictions on per- 
missible infringement of light which may be 
imposed by local authorities. I am sorry that 
oa has been a delay in replying to your 


etter. 

The statutory definition of when an interest 
is to: be regarded as depreciated in value for 
the purpose of receiving payment out of the 
£300 million is given in Section 61 of the Act. 
The Board will assess individual claims in 
accordance with this ion, but, in their 
view, it would be unwise for them, in advance 
of the assessment of individual cases, to state 
how they would propose to interpret the 
Section in its application to a broad class. 
Such action would obviously prejudice the 

rd’s decisions on individual cases and a 
further objection is that any individual deter- 
mination by the Board is appealable to an 
arbitrator and that a‘ further a on any 
question of law lies to the Courts. con- 
struction therefore that the Board might 
place on the Act with reference to a claim 
remains subject to the review and direction 
by the Courts. 

In our view, therefore, it must remain the 
responsibility of your enquirer, as claimant, 
to decide whether, having regard to the word- 
ing of Section 61, the possibility to which 
he refers affords grounds for claim. 
Presumably, the best course for those 

who are in doubt as to the propriety of 
submitting a claim in respect of pros- 
pective depreciation of site value in any 

articular case would be to include a 
ormal claim to the Central Land Board 
and to await developments. 1 understand 
that it is not necessary to state in the 
claim the precise amount which the 
claimant considers he is entitled to. It 
must be remembered that the last date 
for submitting claims is June 30 and that 
after that date no claims will, under any 
circumstances, be considered. 

JOHN SWARBRICK. 
3, North King’s Bench Walk, 
Temple, E.C.4. 
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Wood-Block Flooring. 
To THE Epiror or The Builder. 


Sir,—We would call attention to the 
serious state of affairs at present existing 
in connection with importation of hard- 
wood flooring strips from overseas, The 
President of the Board of Trade recentl 
made an Order decontrolling hardwood, 
but made an exception in the case of 
hardwoods such as oak, maple, birch, etc., 
coming from the dollar areas, which are 
still on licence. For some time the floor- 
ing firms have been importing very beauti- 
ful hardwood strips from Africa—one in 

ng 3 0 u, as pi ” — 

g the best—paying about . per 
ft. cu., c.i.f, The rd of Trade have 
made an Order to the effect that no im- 
pories licences are to be granted for 

dwoods unless c.i.f. prices are 10s. (or 
under) per ft. cu. The African exporters 
state it is quite impossible to come down 
economically to these figures—inasmuch 
as the cost of transport from mills to 
British dockside is ee erage 4s. 3d. 
per ft. cu., leaving 5s, 9d. for timber, 
conversion and profit—but are ae to 
accept 11s. 9d. per ft. cu. It should be 
pointed out that the strips hitherto arriv- 
mg from Africa are cut full and are of 
prime quality, which means little or no 
waste in manufacturing, whereas we are 
at present paying 12s. per ft. cu. for 
merchantable English oak with a waste 
in manufacturing of at least 25 per cent. 
The er mage Secretary to the Board 
of Trade (who has a great experience 
of the seas but little of timber) justifies 
the Order by stating—in writing—that it 
is his intention to reduce the cost of 
building, and will not listen to reason. 

Present stocks of hardwood strips are 
being rapidly ‘exhausted, and unless there 
is a change of policy, the position in a 
few months will be really serious, as 
demands for this class of flooring fot 
schools (a £50,000,000 programme is 
scheduled for 1949), hospitals, etc., are 
— increasing, and there is no real 
substitute for timber for such buildings. 





ing politics in matters such as the one 
under discussion—how does the action 
on the part of the Board of Trade coin- 
cide with the Colonial Office decision to 
raise the standard of living in the 
Colonies? This cannot be done by ruin- 
ing or frustrating the industries already 
established. 
P. D. PHILP, 
The Philip Flooring Company. 
66-68, Hertford-road, 
Dalston, N.1. 


Worm-eaten Floor Joists. 
To THE Epritor oF The Builder. 


Sm,—Apropos the letters of Mr. Philip 
and Mr. Sylvester Sullivan on this sub- 
ject, I venture to suggest that one can 
have too much of a good thing; water is 
a fine thing to put into concrete, but too 
much will reduce the strength and so 
weaken the work. When we come to 
treatment of timber by pressure im- 
pregnation it is quite clear that any excess 
may do: more harm than good, except in 
the .case of railway sleepers. I suggest 
the joists should be treated with one of 
the many preservatives which could be 
used without the chance of the material 
coming through and staining. Proprietary 
water-soluble preservatives are, on the 
whole, very effective and can as a general 
rule be recommended. These can 
brushed onto the joist and the back of 
the flooring. But a warning should be 
given in connection with the reference to 
dovetailed fillets fixed in concrete, where 
it is suggested that these should show an 
inch above the concrete to constitute a 


Finally—and we do not like introduc- . , 


be it used to be our prerogative, 
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ventilation space.» I have recently investi- 
gated a case of dry-rot in some flooring 
bg had po down ne seven monte: 

rotten flooring was taken up—this, 

the way, had been treated on the back 
with a mixture of tar and pitch—and the 
dovetailed fillets let. into concrete were 
examined. It was found that, owing to 
the nailing of floor boards, the dove- 
tailed fillet had been split and a fungus, 
which had come up through the cracked 
timber, had caused the whole of the fillet 
and the boarding to be in a rotten state. 
It would, therefore, appear to be neces- 
sary to isolate the joists from the concrete 
by placing impregnated pads _ three- 

uarters of an inch thick in the floor 
clips and to place the joists on the pads. 
If pressure-impregnation is to be for 
the wood joists, then the top faces of 
joists nearest to floor boards should be 
treated with a compound. Creosote used 
should conform to the British Standards 
Institution Specification No. 144-1921. 
The names of the firms who supply can 
easily be obtained from the British Wood 
Preserving Association. 

G. W. Harris. 
Harlesden. 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL 
OF ARCHITECTURE 
Suggestion for Incorporation in 

University 

THE suggestion that the Birmingham 
School of Architecture should be incor- 
porated in the University. was made by 
Mr. F. J. Osporne, M.C., A.R.1LB.A., 
the President of the Birmingham and Five 
Counties A.A., when he spoke at the 
annual dinner of the Association. . Mr. 
Osborne said the school was probably 
appreciated more fully in other parts ot 
the country than in Birmingham. It had 
grown to a position of national eminence 
and its examinations formed recognised 
standards in the profession, so that a 
student could qualify directly in Birming- 


am. 
After observing that art seemed to find 
only a small place in the activities of 
the University, Mr. Osborne said he 
understood that in its development plans 
provision would be made for education 
in town planning—the study of the 
arrangement of __ buildings. The 
Barber Institute of Fine Arts already 
taught the art of embellishing buildings, 
and he would suggest that it should take 
over the School of Architecture to “ fill 
the obvious gap in the middle.” 

“I understand that the University is 
launching a large project of expansion. 
and it seems possible that the subject of 
town planning will be considered,” he 
declared. 

Another point he made was that the 
time had come for Birmingham, whose 
recent history was of absorption of out- 
lying townships and concentration in a 
small area of recreational, cultural and 
social interests, to help restore these 
interests in the outlying districts. 

Mr. MicHAEL WATERHOUSE, M.C., 
P.R.I.B.A., who also spoke, said his 
profession was fully aware of the work 
which lay before it; all the pro- 
fession needed was the freedom to carry 
on with work. “We are tired of 
having our lives planned for us,” he said. 
“ This word, ‘ planned ’ is a horrible weet 
ut 
to us it meant something different from 
what it means to-day. Its present mean- 
ing is telling other people what to do. 
What we need is the freedom to exercise 
our skill, to do our rightful acts and to 
give our rightful gifts to the community.” 
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C.P.R.E. ANNUAL 
MEETING 
Modification of Aims Suggested 


Empuasis on the need for preserving 
sufficient land from building and other 
forms of Sarclounees in order 
to get greater ome production 
of food was. expressed by the Duxe 
OF WELLINGTON when he spoke on 
May 12 at the annual general meeting of 
the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
vant, held at the R.I.B.A., Poriland- 
place, _ - : 

He said it seemed to him that the pass- 
ing of the Town and Country Planning 
Act and the National Parks legislation 
had modified, or should marge the aims 
of the C.P.R.E. He would like to see 
it not so much a council for the embalm- 
ing of Shakespeare’s England as a coun- 
cil for the preservation of agricultural 
England. A great deal was heard nowa- 
days about the balance of payments. We 
must increase production in order to pay 
for the food and raw materials we im- 
ported. Yet, in spite of this, no one 
seemed seriously to bother about increas- 
ing the production of food at home. 

Referring to the Enborne Valley 

Scheme, His Grace said twenty square 
miles there would be sterilised; about 
5,000 people would lose their homes, 
and food to keep 10,000 would be 
annually lost use it was difficult, 
though by no means impossible, to meter 
all the water. used in London. A similar 
scheme also involving the loss of a large 
area of fertile land was proposed in Essex. 
Added to this were the constant demands 
of Service Departments; the enormous 
increase of land required for playing 
fields and, of course, land wanted for 
building. By comparison with water 
schemes and playing fields, land taken 
for housing seemed both more necessary 
and less extensive; but even here, if the 
conservation of land for the production 
of food was considered first priority, 
buildings could be made higher and only 
poor land taken, instead of the good farm- 
land which, for example, was to be taken 
for the proposed satellite town of Brack- 
nell in preference to the valueless sandy 
soil found in that neighbourhood. 

Were we not faced with a decision of 
overwhelming importance? asked the 
speaker. Was it not a case of first things 
first? Of course, training grounds and 

playing fields were important, and so were 

nd for housing and water schemes and 
national parks. None of these things 
would be any use, however, if the popula- 
tion had not enough to eat. If the 
economists thought that before long 
there would be a greater demand for our 
manufactured goods and that we could 
turn them out in such quantities that we 
could pay for all the food we wanted, 
then we ‘could afford to use the land 
of this country for luxuries. If we could 
not be so confident about the future, 
then he appealed to all members of the 
C.P.R.E. to resist the ever-growing pres- 
sure to sterilise land and take it away 
from its proper function, which was to 
feed the people. 

Mr. A, B. KNAPP-FISHER, 
V-P.R.1.B.A., F.S.A., occupied the chair 
at. the opening of the meeting and his 
place was later taken by THE DUKE OF 
Norrok, President of the C.P.R.E. The 
annual report was presented by SR 
PATRICK ABERCROMBIE, chairman of the 
Council, and Lorp CHORLEY gave 4 
review of the financial position. 

Several tributes were paid at the end 
of the meeting to the work of the late. 
Sir Fabian Ware. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
R.1L.B.A. 

Notes from Council Minutes. 
Following are notes from the minutes 
of the Council meeting held on May 3:— 
R1.B.A. London Architecture Bronze 
Medal.—On the recommendation of the 
jury, the Council decided to make no 
award for the period ended December 31, 
1948. The Council also considered the 
area in which buildings are eligible for 
consideration for the award, and it was 
observed that parts of Middlesex distant 
more than eight miles from Charing 
Cross were excluded from either the 
london Bronze Medal award or that of 
any Allied Society. It was therefore de- 
vied that in future the area for the 
London Bronze Medal should be. the 

counties of London and Middlesex. 


R.1.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal: 
Northern A.A.—The Council approved 
the recommendation of the Jury ap- 
pointed by the Northern Architectural 
Association that the award of the R.I.B.A. 
Architecture Bronze Medal for the period 
1943-1948 be made in favour of the 
Research Laboratories, College-avenue, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, designed by Pro- 
fessor W. G. Edwards (F.). 

Alterations to Rules—The Council 
approved proposals of the Northampton- 
shire, Bedfordshire and Huntjngdonshire 
Association of Architects for alterations 
to the rules of the Association to provide 
for the formation of Branch Junior 
Architects’ Committees. 

Anglo-U.S. Productivity Council: 
Building Industry Team to Visit U.S.A.— 
The Council accepted an invitation to 
appoint two R.I.B.A. representatives on a 
team Parag ys | the building industry 
which is to visit the United States in July 
next. The team is to be composed of 
six representatives of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
sx representatives of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives. 
two representatives of the R.I.B.A. and 
two of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors. 

Committee..on Houses of National 
Importance.—The — Institute’s memoran- 
dum of evidence was approved for sub- 
mission to the Treasury Committee, and 
Mr..H. S. Goodhart-Rendel (F.) and the 
Hon. Lionel Brett (A.) were appointed 
lo give oral evidence. 

Festival of Britain, 1951.—The Council 
accepted an invitation from the Council 
for Architecture, Festival of Britain, to 
appoint two representatives at a con- 
ference to discuss the organisation for the 
election of buildings of merit for the 
award of Festival Emblems in connection 
with the celebrations to. be announced. 
Mr. Richard Henniker (F.) and the Hon. 
Lionel Brett (A.) were appointed. 


South-Eastern Society of Architects 
The Annual Luncheon. 


The South-Eastern Society of Architects 
held their annual luncheon at Dorking 
Halls on May 7. The occasion, organised 
by the Guildford Chapter, attracted a 
company of about 170. 

The toast of “The Royal Insti- 
lute of i Architects” + was 
proposed by Mr. R. Duncan Scorr, 
of the Guildford Chap- 
and in response, Mr. MICHAEL 
WATERHOUSE, P.R.I.B.A., said the Insti- 


tute’s object was to give the best archi-. 


lecture to the public. He added: “We 
cannot do all we would like because of 
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lack of freedom imposed on us by to- 
day’s conditions, shortage of materials, 
the fact that labour does not give so 
much of the sweat of its brow_as it used 
to, and the high cost of building. But 
I believe freedom will come, freedom to 
work our own salvation, freedom to give 
of our best. That can only be done by 
the sweat of everyone’s brow.” 

Mr. H. R. Bourne (Chairman of Dork- 
ing Urban District Council) proposed the 
—_ of “ The South-Eastern Society of 


hitects. 

To a toast to “ The Visitors ” proposed 
by Mr. Ceci Burns, replies were made 
by THE BisHOoP OF GUILDFORD, Mk. §. J. 
EGERTON-BANKs (Regional Director, Min- 
istry of Works) and ALD. ARTHUR WIL- 
LIAMS, Mayor of Guildford, The Bishop 
thought one of the great sufferers through 
the war was Edward Maufe, the Guild- 
ford cathedral architect; who had set his 
heart on the building of a great cathedral. 
He declared that it was not true that the 
Diocese of .Guildford was not keen on 
building the cathedral. 


R.LCS. 
Junior Organisation’s Plans. 


A list of suggested subjects has been 
prepared for candidates who wish to sub- 
mit entries for the President’s Prize and 
the Ryde Memorial Prize. Members 
wishing to apply for a copy of the list 
should write to the Honorary Secretary 
of the Junior Organisation at the Institu- 
tion. The list is intended only as a guide 
and members res f submit papers on any 
subject of general and practical interest. 
Members not familiar with the rules may. 
like to know that the papers must be 
specially prepared for the purpose, typed 
and submitted in triplicate and be in 
length between 3,000 and 5,000 words, the 
number of words being given on the title 
page. 

In order to encourage the writing of a 
report, with particular emphasis on styk, 
presentation and English, Mr. Gerald 
Jones has offered to present a prize to 
the. member of the Junior Organisation 
who \submits the best original paper in 
the form of a report on the construction 
of a property for a client contemplating 
the gee Alternatively, the paper 

in the form of a report and valua- 


can 
tion. Papers submitted must reach the 
Honorary retary of the Junior Organ- 


isation by September 30, and must be 
typed and in triplicate. No restrictions 
are placed on the type of property, cir- 
cumstances or value, and the papers will 
be judged according to the manner in 
which they are written and presented. 


FIRE RESEARCH 
First Annual Report 


Tue first Annual Report of the 
D.S.LR. and Fire Offices’ Committee 
Joint Fire Research Organisation has 
been published by H.M.S.O., price 1s. 3d., 
by post is. 5d. It contains the Report 
of the Fire Research Board and the 
report of thé Director of Fire Research 
for 1947. 

At the Testing Station in Elstree the 
Organisation carries out tests with fur- 
naces on building units, such as walls 
and partitions, columns and piers, beams, 
floors and roofs, ceilings, doors and shut- 
ters; etc. At present all these tests have 
to be done on full scale units. Further 
work is aimed at gree a satisfac- 
tory method of scaling down these tests 
to save time and money. : 

Tests for the spread of flame. over 
various surfaces are undertaken.. .The 
results agree well with experience in 
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actual fires and provide proof that the 
test can be applied to new materials with 
confidence. All these tests are based 
on British § itions of fire 
resistance, but these Standard Definitions 
do not include a test to assess the hazard 
of the ignition of a building. from an 
external source, and a start has been 
made on investigations to provide a satis- 
factory roof test. 

A building was erected for experiment 
on the protection of steelwork 
cher systems in constructions such as air- 
craft hangars. A 1 fire which could 
be varied in size was used to determine 
the largest fire against which the steel- 
work could be protected by preventing 
the temperature from ex ing 265 deg. 
C. Above this temperature steel begins to 
weaken. 


LONDON TRANSPORT 
Need for Long-term Plan 


THE proposed appointment by the 
Minister of Transport of a Consultative 
Committee to deal with London. Traffic 
makes it appropriate that suggestions for 
improvements in this should be brought 
forward. We can therefore welcome the 
pamphlet on the subject by J: F. Pownall 
issued by Oliver Moxon, of 22, Caro- 
line-terrace, S.W.1. This contains empha- 
tic criticisms of the work of the London 
Transport Board in recent years, and, 
though one would hesitate to accept all 
the conclusions arrived at, there can be 
no doubt that the proposals of the Board 
for the reorganisation of London’s traffic 
have not yet provided a satisfactory solu- 
tion of its proses, ae eos 

The rail c in and around London 
may be classified under three heads, long- 
distance travel reaching the large terminal 
stations, daily suburban transport to 
various parts of the central area, and the 
movement of various Classes of goods. 
The main problem is the separation © 
these three functions while, for economic 
reasons, using as much ‘as possible of the 
existing routes and plant under a reforn 
system. This has been done to a limited 
extent, but there are’ many possibilities 
that have not yet been explored, as is 
obvious on looking at the 1944 Commit- 
tee’s plan illustrated in this pamphlet. 

Neither when the railways were com- 
bined into four groups nor when last year 
these were nationalised was full advan- 
tage taken to secure the benefits of the 
amalgamation, and they are still being 
worked almost exactly as they were when 
there were about a dozen companies with 
some seventeen terminal stations. If these 
terminals were limited to the service of 
long-distance traffic, more than half’ of 
them would be superfluous, and this could 
be done by diverting most of the subur- 
ban lines into existing or additional tubes, 
which could be done much more econo- 
mically than as shown in the 1944 plan. 
This would have the added advantage of 
ridding London of some of its unsightly 
railway viaducts, though many would re- 
main unless the reorganisation were ¢€x- 
tended to the goods service which many 
of them serve. ~ : 

In view of the magnitude of the prob- 
lem and the present difficult financial 
position, it is obvious that such an under- 
taking would have to be spread over a 
long term of years, and it is therefore 
all the more important that its execution 
should be based on systematic and logi- 
cal principles and. the visualisation of an 
ultimate result. which will meet the de- 
mands of London, its suburbs and satellite 
towns to. which the future plans would 
have to. be co-ordinated. ; 

Yoop tune, $2: Wake 


y dren-. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Travelling Allowances, 


Mr. SWINGLER asked the Minister of 
Labour in what industries he was paying 
subsistence and travelling allowances to 
workers living away from home;: why he 
was not doing so in the case of the build- 
‘ing and civi he 7 ype industry; and 
whether he would reconsider this posi- 
tion in relation to municipal housing con- 
tracts in areas where there was a severe 
shortage of labour and where the cost of 
these allowances was at present borne by 
the local authority. 

Mr. Ness Epwarps said grants and 
allowances were payable by the Ministry 
of Labour to workers who transferred 
to in such as coalmining and cot- 
ton, or to very important branches of 
other industries such as the manufacture 
of heavy electrical plant where there was 
a special demand for labour. In the build- 
ing industry movement from job to job 
was normal practice and industrial agree- 
ments made provision for lodging allow- 
, ances, where appropriate, to be payable 
by the employer. There was therefore no 
ground for special provision to be made 
by the Ministry. 


Scottish Affairs. 


Mr. Emrys Huaues asked the Minister 
of Works what percentage of building 
tradesmen in Scotland were engaged on 
the erection of permanent houses on 

31, 1948, and March 31, 1949. 

Mr. Key said that the percentage of 
— Operatives employed on construc- 
tion of permanent houses and prepara- 
tion of housing sites on the two dates 
mentioned were 30.2 and 28.2 respectively. 
Both es included direct labour em- 
ployed by local authorities. 

Mr. Emrys Huaues asked the Minis- 
ter of Labour what was the shortage of 
buil workers in Scotland on March 
31; and what steps were being taken to 
build up the labour force necessary to 
pireoee, Se tate of house building ir 


Mr. Ness Epwarpbs said that the total 
number of outstanding building and civil 


engineering vacancies on March 31, 1949, 
was 2,642, incl 1,164 for housing 
contracts. Eve ort was being made 


‘to divert available labour. to those hous- 
ing contracts which were seriously short 
of labour, and housing vacancies were 
now being at the rate of 680 a 
week. 

Mr. Wms asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland what were the rea- 
sons which had led to a relaxation in 
his policy concerning the. building of 
three-apartment houses in Scotland. 

Mr. Woopsurn said that since the ces- 
sation of the temporary house scheme, 
several local authorities had reported diffi- 
culties in providing suitable accommoda- 
tion for small families, and where it was 
shown that a real need existed a limited 
Se of three-apartment permanent 

ouses was being allowed for this pur- 


Mr. Key, replying to Mr. Willis, said 
that negotiations for the acquisition of 
a site for Government temporary 0 in 
Edinburgh were nearing completion. It 
was expected to start work on the site 
towards the ‘end of this year. 


Compensation Rights. 

Mr. CHARLES SMITH asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer whether he was 
aware of the di it position of certain 
single B oar holders who bought land 
after July 1, 1948, with assigament of any 
compensation rights possessed by the 
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former owners in respect of Part VI of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
but who were excluded from the benefits 
of the scheme described in the Central 
Land Board pamphlet, House 2; and 
whether, with a view to obviating hard- 
ship, he would extend the provisions of 
this spamnhice to those who bought land 
for the erection of a house for their own 
occupation during the first few months 
after the Act came into force. 

Mr. GLENVIL HALL said that ample 
warning was given beforehand of the 
effects. of the 1947 Act, and the fact that 
these purchasers took an assi nt of 
the Vendor’s Part VI claim indicated that 
they were not unaware of its provisions. 
They stood in a different position from 
those who bought before the Act came 
into full operation. It was regretted, 
therefore, that it was impossible to adopt 
the course sugges 

Mr. Gipson asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer how many claims for com- 
pensation for loss of development value 
had so. far been made; and how much 
the total claims made, to this date, were. 

Mr. GLENviL ‘HALL said that the 
number of claims received up to the end 
of April was approximately 100,000. The 
amount was not known as claimants were 
not obliged to state the amount claimed. 


New Towns. 


ViscouNTEss Davipson asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
if he would state the number of full-time 
administrative staff employed on each of 
the New Towns of Stevenage and Hemel 
Hempstead on March 31, 1949; and the 
total cost up to that date of administra- 
tive salaries and any other unremunerative 


expenses or commitments not directly B 


connected with the housing of persons 
moved from London. 


Mr. SILKIn said he assumed that the 
noble lady had in mind the whole of the 
Office staff in both cases; in that event, 
the answer to the first part of the ques- 
tion was Stevenage, 80; and Hemel Hemp- 
stead, 106. As to the second part, he 
was not clear precisely what the noble 
lady had in mind. Under the New Towns 
Act, accounts had to be prepared by Cor- 
porations and laid before Parliament. The 
accounts for the year ended March 31 
last had not yet been received, but when 
they were published she would, he hoped, 
be hoy to extract the information she 
desired. 


‘ MISCOUNTESS DAVIDSON asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
if he would state the number of houses 
in the New Towns of Stevenage and 
Hemel Hempstead which had been started 
for persons moved from London by March 
31, 1949; and the number actually occu- 
pied by that date. 

Mr. SILKIN said work had now begun 
at Hemel Hempstead on 100 houses, a 
large proportion of which would be avail- 
able for persons from London. The small 
number of houses so far built at Steven- 
age had not been primarily for persons 
from London. It was hoped that before 
long each corporation would be starting 
work on further instalments. 


Eel Grass Soundproofing. 

Mr. JANNER asked the Minister of 
Health whether, in view of the fact that 
eel grass growing on river banks in 
southern Europe had remarkable sound- 
proof qualities, he would give considera- 
tion to the use of this grass in any future 
policy on flat building. 

Mr. BEVAN said that eel grass was 
already being used in this country for 
sound insulation. 
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LOSS OF DEVELOPMENT 
VALUE 
C.L.B.’s Warning 

HE. belief that many surveyors were 

delaying until the last moment their 
clients’ claims for Fg eo for loss 
of development value brought about by 
the introduction of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, was expressed by Sp 
MALCOLM TRUSTRAM Eve, K.C. chairman 
of the Central Land Board, in a state- 
ment he made on May 16. He said he 
was seriously alarmed at the compara- 
tively small number of claims that had 
so far been made. 

Sir Malcolm explained that the Town 
and Country Planning Act placed the 
development value of land and buildings 
in the hands of the State. Generally, if 
you wanted to build on your land or 
enlarge any buildings you owned, or if 
you wanted to use them for soniething 
else which was more profitable, a de- 
velopment charge had to be ? to the 
Central Land ard. The Government 
realised there would be financial hard- 
ship to people who were taken unawares 
by this loss of development value when 
the Act-came into force on July 1 last 
year. They therefore set aside three 
hundred million pounds to_ reimburse 
them for what, on the merits of each 


individual case, they had lost. Anyone 
therefore, continued Sir Malcolm, who, 
on July 1 


last “ee? owned, or leased, any 
property which could be made more 
valuable should put in a claim by June 
30 mext. He should do so on a form 
called S.1, which could be obtained from 
local town halls, council offices, or from 
the regional offices of the Central Land 


oard. 
Sir Malcolm said he did not know how 
many pom were eligible, but in ten 
and a half months only one hundred 
thousand; people had come forward. 
Their claims, so far as he could tell, 
amounted only to a small fraction of 
the total. ; 

He continued: Many of the claims are 
in respect of single, unbuilt-on plots. 
We know, from development charges we 
have collected, that these work out at a 
rough average of a little under two hun- 
aed poun If, . therefore, all the 
claims were for unbuilt-on plots, the 
would represent twenty million poun 
at the most. Obviously they are not, and 
some claims are for larger amounts and 
some for smaller, but I make no secret of 
the fact that there are no very big claims. 
Rumours of claims swallowing up millions 
of pounds are nonsense. We have not yet 
had one anything like a million. I want 
that generally known because apparently 
responsible individuals are making irre- 
sponsible forecasts that payments will 
represent a few pence in. the pound. 
Neither they nor anyone else have yet 
any real evidence what claims will 
amount to. 

Referring to surveyors, whom, he be- 
lieved, were holding back their clients 
claims as long as possible, Sir Malcolm 
said he was not complaining; they were 
learning how to do the best for their 
clients as they went along. “ Finally, 
he declared, “ may I give a solemn wam- 
ing to those people who owned plots of 
land on July 1 last and have been pro 
mised that if they build their houses by 
1953 they will not have to pay a develop 
ment charge. That is the promise, cet 
in a claim 
by the end of June. promise is 
only to set off their charge against theif 
claim. If do not c therefore, 
we have nothing to set off and they wil 
certainly lose money.” 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Inquiries on building problems received 
readers will be answered, where pos- 


sible, by technical correspondents. While and 


gery precaution is taken to ensure 
acuracy we cannot be responsible for the 
information given.—Ep. 


Development Charges on Industrial 
Land 


Q.—Town-planning . schemes in the 
pest provi inadequate land for in- 
dustrial use. This artificial shortage 
inflated market values, until it was com- 
mon for waste land, previously worth 
only a nominal figure, to fetch many 
thousand pounds per acre. 








In considering the consent value of 
such land for the purpose of assessing 
development charge, is it to be assumed 
that these inflated figures are still the 
open market value? If the develop- 


ment pas under the new Act are 
properly prepared the importance of 
industrial development will be reco, 


and adequate land provided for its needs. 
Thus the present artificial inflated values 
are of a temporary nature and due solely 
to past town-planning restrictions. 

I submit, therefore, that to treat such 
values as permanent would inflict grossly 
inflated development charges and create 
in effect a tax on industrial expansion. 

HOLBORN. 

A—A legal correspondent writes: 
Obviously I can offer no A she pave in 
regard to the assessment of development 
charges beyond those given by the Act 
itself or explained in the Practice Notes 
recently published, It must be borne in 
mind that the Central Land Board frankly 
admit “that they are daily gaining ex- 
perience in their new task”; hence one 
may assume that such matters as those 
raised by your correspondent will be 
considered and appreciated in due course. 
I am largely im agreement with the 
writer in regard to his comments. 


Contract without Estimate of Cost 


Q—A client of ours employed a 
haulage contractor to cart surplus con- 
crete hardcore from a near-by aerodrome 
and lay it on a farm roadway. He did 
not ask for an estimate of the cost. Two 
years afterwards he received an account 
for £1,550 for the work done and, con- 
sidering 1t excessive, employed a firm of 
builders to inspect, measure and value 
the amount of hardcore laid. The 
builders found that the proper price to 
charge should have been £510. The 
point at issue is this:—If one employs 
a haulage contractor without an estimate, 
can he charge almost what he likes or 
must he, by law, give a fair day’s work for 
each day for which he charges? 

ANNOYED. 

A.-A legal correspondent writes: 
If a contract be entered into without a 
Price being mentioned, then it is implied 
that the price of the work should be 
reasonable (and, in general, the Court 
will decide what is reasonable, taking all 
the circumstances into consideration). As 


your client opposes the account sent him,’ 


will, I assume, refuse to discharge it 
and/or offer a “reasonable sum” as he 
considers it. If he is sued for the sum 
claimed, he will pay what he considers is 


.4 fair and reasonable amount into Court, 


and let the latter decide. He should ob- 
viously obtain the services of a solicitor. 


Laying a Composition Floor __ 
Q.—I have-a barn about 60 ft. by 
30 ft, the. floor of which is concreted. 
I propose turning the barn into two 
ouses, 
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_I wish to lay some sort of composi- 
tion floor on the concrete; I think it is 
possible to make a composition floor con- 
sisting of sawdust and cement, or sawdust 


magnesia. 
I would be very grateful if you could 
supply me with a formula for such a 


F. W. B. 


A.—With reference to sawdust and 
cement this particular kind of floor can- 
not be recommended; if laid on con- 
crete, it is highly ible that it will 
lift and crack. id it should be at 
least 2} in. to! 3 in. thick. The usual 
mix is one and a half pdrts of softwood 
sawdust, one and a half parts of fine 
washed sand and one part cement. It 
can be coloured with proprie com- 
pounds, according to ers’ instruc- 
tions. The base concrete should be 


waterproof. 

With reference to the second composi- 
tion for flooring, this is known as mag- 
nesite flooring. quality of the 
materials used in making this floor is 
governed by British Standards Specifica- 
tion No. 776, 1938, for materials used 
in the manufacture of magnesium oxy- 
chloride flooring compositions. The 
under coat is generally of equal parts by 
weight of magnesite and softwood saw- 
dust. The finishing coat is four parts 
of magnesite to one part of wood-flour 
or oe ig Sing Be re Spee 
speci: igments. t coat shou 
4. in thick to } in. thick, and the finishing 
coat should be } in. to ¢ in. thick. sg wwe 
sion joints should be allowed for in large 
surfaces. There should be no chance of 
rising dampness. . 

Details regarding the laying of mag- 
nesite floors were published by the Build- 
ing Industries National Council in 1938. 

If neither of these two formulae is 
suitable on account of the chance of ris- 
ing dampness, it is suggested that pitch 
mastic be laid. This can be supplied 
in colours. It should be emphasised, 
however, that the laying of composition 
floors is a skilled job. 

G, W. H. 


BUILDERS’ “NEAR-RIPE” 
LAND 


Extended Arrangements 


‘THE Central Land Board have issued 

. Form S.1A/N.R. (Revised) which 
revises the arrangements in respect of 
builders’ near-ripe land. The form states: 

1, The Central Land Board have been 
authorised to extend the arrangements for 
builders’ near-ripe land previously 
announced by. them in their pamphlet 
S.1A/N.R. The revised arrangements, 
which embody those previously an- 
nounced, are as follows:— 

2. What class of owner is included?— 
(a) A firm of registered builders which 
both on January 7, 1947, and on July 1, 
1948, owned (or was under contract to 
one or lease) freehold or leasehold 

d for the as ge of building develop- 
ment and which makes a claim on the 
£300 million in respect of that land 
before June 30, 1949. Such a firm would 
also qualify if the land was not in its 
ownership on July 1, 1948, because it 
had been acqui from it by a public 
authority at existing use value on or after 
August 6, 1947. So also if the land has 
passed to the firm from another firm of 
registered builders between January 7, 
1947, and July 1, 1948, otherwise than by 
purchase or by lease. : 

(b) The Board are willing to consider 
applications from claimants on the £300 
million within the compass of (a) above, 
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except that, instead of land being 
by a firm of registered builders, it was 
held by 
(i) a similar type of building 
existence on January 7, 1947, and on 
July 1, 1948, but for some good reason 
was not actually registered as a builder 


(ii) Certain developers of housing 
and industrial estates, such as most 


a the Central 
Land Board that it is their practice to 
assume full practical and financial 
He + mca for the construction of the 
buildings on their land (which they 
must have themselves owned freehold 
or leasehold before the buildings were 
put up) and for the sale or letting of 
the buildings when completed. 

(c) Where any firm mentioned in (a) or 
(b) shows that the land was held for the 
benefit of the firm, although owned by 
an associated firm, director or partner, the 
Board may be prepared to treat the case 
oo Roe the land was owned by the 


(d) A “firm” would include;an indi- 
vidual, a partnership, a company, or a 
housing association. 

3. What is the nature of_the arrange- 
ments?—{a) All such “ building firms” 
have been promised in respect of a 
“ration” of their land that they will 
receive payment from the £300 million 
equivalent to the development value of 
that land. This will not apply to any 
land which is sold with an assignment of 
the right to claim to the purchaser. 

(b) The payment due in res of the 
ration may also form a credit for the 
building firm against which it may, so 
long as the credit lasts, debit any de- 
velopment charges payable before July 1, 
1953 (the date payment will be made), 
by “logging up” the development 
charges instead of paying them 
forthwith to the Board. When pay- 
ments on claims are made, any balance 
due will be payable to the building firm. 
Interest will be payable by the firm on 
any charges logged up at the same rate 
as the Government pays interest on pay- 
ments from the £300 million. 2 

(c) Until a firm’s claim to a ration has 
been accepted the logging up of develop- 
ment charges will only be permitted if 
the firm undertakes to include the land 
being developed within the land which 
it will claim as its ration. Accordingly, 
in answering Question 26 of form D.t 
it should either give this undertaking or 
else state that its claim to a ration has 
been accepted. 

(d) In each:case where development 
charge 1s payable, the building firm 
will be required to chargé in favour of 
the Board an appropriate claim to a pay- 
ment from the £300 million. Mortgagees 
must concur in the charge made in 
favour of the Board. ‘ 

An “ appropriate ” claim to be charged 
in favour of the Board means 

(i) in the case of development on land 
which is being included in the near ripe 
ration, the actual claim being made 
which comprises or includes the land the 
subject of the development charge; 

(ii) in the case of development on 
other land any other claim by the same 
firm included in_the ration which in the 
opinion of the Board is equal in value 
to the development charges concerned. 

The Board will not normally accept by 
way of charge in their favour part only 
of one claim. Building firms are asked 


'to offer for security claims of sufficient 


size to ayoid formal securities for each 
development charge determined. The 
Board would prefer a “ once and for all” 
charge in their favour large enough to 


| 
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cover the anticipated development of 
the firm up to July, 1953. 

4. How is the near ripe ration cal- 
culated? (a) By calculating the acres of 
land develaned. by the building firm 
between 1934 and 1938 inclusive. The 
firm will be entitled as its near ripe 
ration to an equivalent number of acres 
selected from its eligible land (paragraph 
5 below). In calculating the figure of 
the acreage there may be included, in 
addition to a undertaken by the 
firm on its own land in those years, build- 
ing on land which jt sold to a customer 
before building on it for him and build- 
ing on land carried out for the firm by 
a building contractor, if the building firm 
itself disposed of the finished buildings. 
Where land js held by an associated com- 
pany or a partner or director of the 
building firm the ration claimed should 
be similarly calculated by reference to 
development between 1934 and 1938 
undertaken by the building firm on land 
in the-ownership of the company, part- 
ner or director. 

(b) If the building firm was not build- 
ing throughout the five years but was 
building for a period of two years or 
more between January 1, 1934, and Sep- 
tember 1, 1939, its actual output for the 
period worked will be taken and con- 
verted arithmetically into a five-year 


output. 

{c) If the building firm did not under- 
take any such building before the war 
or only for a period of less than two years 

case will be referred to an advisory 
committee. The committee will include 
members of the industry and officers of 
the Board. 

5. What land may be selected for the 
near ripe ration?—Any land owned as 
described in paragraph 2, provided the 
selection follows the natural course of 
development or is merely infilling an un- 
completed estate. 

If an application has been made to the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
for a certificate under Section 80 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
but his decision is not known, such land 
may be provisionally included in the 
ration, aad if necessary, other land sub- 
stituted later. 

6. How can a claim for a near ripe 
ration be made?—By answering “ yes” 
to Question 20 (a) on the Board’s ordin- 
ary claim form S.1 (or Question 21 (a) 
in form S.1/R or Question 18 (a) in form 
S.1/P, in the special cases where these 
forms are relevant). is applies to 
claimants within paragraph 2 (6) as well 
as to registered builders. A supplemen- 
tary claim form S.1/N.R. will then be 
sent which should be returned to the 
Board within three months of the date of 
its receipt. 

If a claim is made and the answer 
“ves” has not been given to the ques- 
tion mentioned above, a specific applica- 
tion claiming near ripe treatment should 
be made by letter to the appropriate 
office of the Board.’ 

(A separate pamphlet is available for 
land held in Scotland.) 


Demand for Houses for Sale. 


The Council of the Building Societies 
Association in its annual report states 
that while there has been some resump- 
tion of private building of houses for 
owner-occupiers in the past few months, 
the number of licences so far granted is 
disappointingly small. “It is evident 
that there ir a bey | great unsatisfied de- 
mand for the building of houses for sale 
to intending occupiers, and the Council 
considers t the Government should 
now permit much greater freedom in thi 


THE BUILDER 


SINGLE HOUSE PLOTS 
Payments and Development 
Charges 


(THE Central Land Board have issued 
“House 2 (Revised),” which deals 
with payments and development charges 
on single house plots owned on or before 
July 1, 1948. pamphlet states :— 

1. The Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, imposes a development charge 
where a new house is built after July 1, 
1948. It also provides a sum of £300 
millions for loss of development values, 
which must be claimed against before 
June 30, 1949. The Central Land Board 
have already published information about 
these charges and payments in their 
pamphlets D.1A and S.1A. 

2. The Central Land Board have been 
authorised to extend the arrangements for 
“single house plot” owners previously 
announced in their pamphlet House 2. 
The extended arrangements, which em- 
body those previously announced, are as 
follows. 

3. Certain owners of “single house 
plots” will be 

(i) entitled to a payment from the 
£300 millions (if, of course, a claim 
has been made by June 30, 1949) not 
less than the development value in one 
plot for the building of one house, and 


(ii) allowed to set off against that 
payment any development charge pay- 
able in respect of the building of one 

house on that plot provided that the 

owner charges his claim against the 
£300 millions in favour of the Board. 

(Interest will be payable on the de- 

velopment charge set off at the same 

rate as Government pays interest on 
the payment.) 

4. A “single house plot” means a 
piece of land not larger than a plot suit- 
able for one single house and garden, 
having. regard to the locality. The 
arrangements apply to one plot only for 
any one owner. 

5. A person is eligible who 

(a) owned or leased (or had con- 
tracted to buy or lease) a single house 
plot on July 1, 1948, and 

(b) starts to build a house on that 

plot for occupation by himself or by a 

member of his immediate family before 

January 1, 1953. (Originally the 

arrangement applied only to January 7, 

1952.) 

6. A person is also eligible who 

(a) owned or leased (or had con- 
tracted to buy or lease) a single house 
plot on July 1,* 1948, and 

(b) either (i) sells the plot to another 

rson for immediate development and 
imself assumes liability for develop- 
ment charge under a determination of 

the Board made before January 1, 1953 

(Method B of the Board’s pamphlet 

House 1) or (ii) builds a house upon 

the plot and sells the house and plot 

at a price inclusive of devel ent 
charge provided that the charge is de- 

termined before Janua 1, 1953 

(Method C of the Board’s pamphlet 

House 1) or (iii) is unable to build a 

house on the plot because either (a) 

the plot has been acquired at existing 

use value by a public authority on or 
after August 6, 1947, and_ before 

January 1, 1953, or (b) planning per- 

mission for the development of the 

plot has been revoked before January 1, 

1953. In cases within (iii), if the person 

starts to build before January 1, 1953, 

a house on another single house plot 

(wherever — situated 


and whenever i 
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bought) for occupation by himse 

a member of his immediate family. 

Board will set off the developmen; 

charge in r 

the amount o: 

former plot. 4 

another plot does not take place, the 

owner will still be entitled to payment 

from the £300 millions as under par. 
graph 3 (i) in respect of the original 
plot. 

7. All of the arrangements in parg- 
graph 6 are additional to those previously 
announced, ier are restricted to 
owners who on July 1,* 1948, owned or 
leased no other land (i.e., land without 
buildings on it). Further, they are 
subject to the condition that the plot must 
not be part of nor adjoining the garden 
of any house belonging to the owner, 


charge on D.1, state in answer to Ques- 
tion 26 “I claim to be within House 2” 
and give the Board’s reference number of 
his claim on the £300 millions, 
9. Any person claiming to be eligible 
under paragraph 6 should 
(a) where development charge has to 
be determined act as in paragraph 8; 
(b) where no development charge 
has to be determined write to the Board 
giving the facts of the acquisition or 
planning revocation and 
reference number of his claim on the 
£300 millions. 


this pamphlet is that (except possibly in 
a case falling under paragraph 6 (b) (iii) 
above) a, person eligible will not have to 
make a cash payment for development 
charge at any time unless market values 
rise between January, 19: i 
when the house is. built. 

assessed on values existing immediately 
before January 7, 1947, development 
charges on values existing when the house 
is to be built.) 

11. An essential condition to all the 
arrangements in this pamphlet is that a 
claim on the £300 millions must have 
been made on form S.1 by June 30, 1949, 
in respect of the single house plot. 

Claim forms S,.1, a descriptive pamph- 
let S.1A dealing with claims and includ- 
ing the addresses of the Board’s offices, 
and the Board’s pamphlet “House 1” 
are obtainable from local authority offices 
or in the London County Council area 
from the County Hall. 


HERBERT MOLE MEMORIAL FUND 


The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent a donation of 10 guineas 
to the Memorial Fund which is being 
raised in remembrance of the late 
Herbert Mole, who died last March. 
During his 19 years as Principal of 
Hammersmith School of Building and 
Arts and Crafts, Mr. Mole rendered 
great service to education, particularly in 
the training of youth for the building 
rofessions and allied trades. As the 

und becomes established it is intended 
to invite additional representation on an 
organising committee already formed at 
the school to help in deciding if, as 1s 
at present intended, the income from the 
Fund should be used for the “ Herbert 
Mole Memorial Prize Fund” for appret- 
tices. 





, if the plot was acquired by a_public 
authority between August 6, 1947, and July, 1 
1948, at existing use value, the date of acquis: 
ion. 
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BUILDING CONTROLS 


‘Housing Progress the Key to Further 
Relaxations 


“M{\HERE have been many prophecies 

recently about the relaxation’ of con- 
trols in the building industry, but in my 
view a decision to raisé the £100 limit 
for general repairs and the £1,000 limit 
for industrial, etc., buildings, due for re- 
yew in June, would depend to a large 
extent on the progress made with the 
housing programme,” said Mr. STANLEY 
HEARDER, ‘Director of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
‘speaking at the golden jubilee celebra- 
tion meeting of the Northern Federation 
at Newcastle, on May 13. 

Mr. Hearder continued: “ The recently 
announced figure of 20,160 new perma- 
nent houses completed in March shows 
that that programme is going well and, if 
this monthly rate can be maintained, there 
would be a very strong case, not only for 
the raising of the licence-free limits, but 
for the upward revision of the 180,000 
houses contemplated by the Ministry of 
Health and in the Economic Survey for 
1949. In this connection the announce- 
ment that week that an extra $10,000,000 
worth of timber is to be imported from 
Canada is encouraging. But the quicker 
the buildings now going up are completed, 
the larger should be the future building 
programme. 

“Tt would be wishful ,thinking, how- 
ever, in view of the national economic 
position, to expect anything other than a 
limited programme. And in any case, no 
one, least of all builders, will wish to see 
a repetition of that overloading of the 
industry which occurred, with such serious 
consequences, in the years immediately 
following the War.” 

Mr. Hearder went on to say that 
while the provision of houses was the 
builder’s No. 1 job, there were other 
essential asa to be put up—schools, 
power stations, hospitals and so on—and 
a programme providing all kinds of work 
should: be the objective. He concluded 
by saying that only under such a pro- 
gramme could the building craftsmen of 
the future be trained and the rebuilding 
of our war-damaged cities be carried out 
so as to ensure that they would be the 
i? of national as well as of local 
pride. 


ECONOMY IN SCHOOL 
BUILDING 
Minister Congratulates Herts. C.C° 


_ “ THERE is a need for financial economy 
in school building as well as for economy 
in labour and materials. 
this is already being achieved by de- 
vising new methods,” said Mr. GEORGE 
TOMLINSON, the Minister of Education, 
when opening two new schools at Crox- 
ley Green (Hertfordshire) on May 6. 

Congratulating the Hertfordshire 
Authority on completing 11 new schools 
since the end of the war and having 
another nine under construction, Mr. 
Tomlinson said that the average cost per 
place of the ten primary schools Hert- 
fordshire had built showed a saving of 
25 per cent. over the average for the 
country as a whole. Generally, new 
Primary schools were working out at 
about £200 per place, but the new Hert- 
fordshire schools had been built for an 
average of less than £160 a place, and 
from what he had seen this economy had 
Not been effected by reducing standards 
of design or finish. 
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Like the country as 2 whole, Hertford- 
shire were only at the beginning of a very 
big school building programme, and he 
believed that if other authorities were to 
meet their requirements for new schools 
they would have to follow Herdfordshire’s 
example in devising new techniques. 

“I am quite certain that without the 
general adoption of some method of 
standardisation and prefabrication we 
shal] not be able, over the country as a 
whole, to build the great number of new 
schools which are needed, in a reason- 
able time, and at a reasonable cost,” con- 
unued Mr. Tomlinson. 

“ By standardisation we do not mean 
standardisation of whole schools, as some 
people imagine. We must preserve 
flexibility and diversity in design, and 
there is no reason why these new tech- 
niques should not be made to serve 
methods. of school planning far more 
varied and flexible than those to which 
we have become accustomed. 

“I have referred to the need for 
economy in school building. One of the 
attacks which Education has always had 
to meet is, ‘ Are we getting value for all 
this money we are spending on it?’ Any- 
one who turns on his bath, or switches 
on a wireless, or drives a motor car, or 
does a thousand and one of the actions 
which make up life in an industrial, 
scientific civilisation ought to realise that 
he can only do so because of the educa- 
tional background of the community. 

“And education is concerned at least 
as much with living as with earning a 


living. Therefore, when we ask whether ¢ 


we are getting value for our money, 
we have also to take into account 
many things which cannot be weighed 
and measured and shown in a balance- 
sheet.” 
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HOUSE BUILDING 
‘* Ratepayers Subsidising Local 
Authority Loans” 

“@IIR CHARLES DAVIES, J.P., chair- 

man, presiding at the annual confer- 
ence of the Building Societies Associ- 
ation, at Eastbourne on May 18, 
announced that total assets of all build- 
ing societies now exceeded £1,000 million, 
being in fact £1,037,894,000. 

The total amount invested in building 
societies by shareholders and depositors 
had now reached the sum of £960,052,000. 
“This,” declared Sir Charles, “is the 
measure of the contribution of building 
societies to the savings movement—often 
overlooked and, may I say, most certainly 
overlooked, or deliberately ignored, by 
the present Minister of Health in his 
several inaccurate references to building 
societies. Indeed, I know of no other 
group of institutions which has carried 
into such widespread practical effect the 
theory of ‘saving with a purpose.’” 

Sir Charles Davies pointed out that: the 
net surplus’ for the year in the National 
Savings Movement had fallen from £353 
million in 1946 to £71 million in 1948, 
whereas the annual surplus of building 
society savings had actually increased 
during that period from £49 million to 
£78 million and was now more than the 
net savings in the official group. 

Commenting on the Housing Bill, Sir 
Charles said there might be some slight 
satisfaction that the Government had so 
ar modified its policy as to make grants 
to private persons towards expenditure in- 
curred in converting and improving exist- 
ing houses. . 

“While welcoming even this slight re- 
cognition of the needs and potentialities 
of private owners,” he said, “I cannot 
conceal my own disappointment that the 
Government has not gone very much 
further and given some active encourage- 
ment to the building of small houses for 
sale to owner-occupiers. There is an 
enormous unsatisfied demand for the 
elementary right to be allowed to build 
a house for one’s own occupation and the 
time has now arrived when the intending 
owner-occupier is entitled to some con- 
sideration at the hands of the Govern- 
ment. We all recognise the strength of 
the case for giving priority to the man 
who wants to rent a house but there is a 
point at which priority to some bor- 
ders on injustice to others and, having 
regard to the seriousness of the country’s 
financial position, I cannot understand 
why the Government should not allow 
those who wish to build a house for them- 
selves, at no cost to the State or the 
ratepayer, to do so on a much more 
generous scale than at present.” 

It was hardly possible to deny that the 
local authority interest rate was subsidised 
by ratepayers, because the local authority 
itself charged borrowers only one quarter 
per cent. more than it itself paid the 
State. It was clearly inadequate to cover 
a proper share of the expenditure of vari- 
ous Coens of the local authority 
engaged in administering housing and 
must, therefore, be supplemented from 
the general rate. 

“I, therefore, see no justification for 
this further extension of municipal 
activity,” concluded Sir Charles, “ unless 
it be to support the political theory that 
every. means of exchange and finance 
should gradually be taken over by the 
State, or its handmaid the local authority. 
It is a theory which I believe is not likely 
to find general acceptance in this country. 
nor do I think it right that the general 
body of ratepayers should be called on to 
contribute towards this particular service.” 
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LONDON BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 


Prizegiving Ceremony 


(THE importance of having a second 
worthwhile interest as an alterna- 
tive to one’s professional and working 
job was emphasised by Mr. NORMAN 

NNEDY, last year’s chairman of the 
London Regional Joint Apprenticeship 
Committee, when he distributed prizes to 
London weing apprentices at the Lon- 
sy Master Builders’ Association on May 


The prizes were formerly distributed 
in the form of book tokens by the Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council, 
but the procedure now is to award books 
of the apprentices’ selection. The sen- 
sible books chosen indicated that the 
apprentices were already aware of the 
value of Mr. Kennedy’s advice. 

In the course of a short address, Mr. 
Kennedy said: “ You are constructors, 
and your efforts are directed towards 
building. There you have a great advan- 
tage over many other craftsmen. for you 
see the results of your work. There can 
be great joy in that. As builders you 
are among the great sections of the 
community, although you may not fea- 
lise it always. Your crafts are construc- 
tive and because of that you should take 
great pride in the tasks you do. 

“It is your duty to do the best pos- 
sible job at the leas pose expense,” 
added Mr. Kennedy, “ both for the good 
of the job and the good of the nation. 

“You will find it will help to think 
of other interests apart from your craft. 
It may be sport, books, or art. the St. 
John Ambulance movement, or trade 
unionism. But whatever it is, you: will 
find it will help you to enjoy life more 
and prevent you from becoming stale.” 

Mr. H. J. Fatkus, chairman of the 
London Regional. Committee, who pre- 
sided, spoke of the work of the B.A.T.C., 
and said that to date 40,000 apprentices 
in the whole country had been registered 
and over 4,500 certificates of completion 
had been issued. From the 10s. charged 
for the certificates and with the aid of 
donations from interested bodies, the 
L.M.B.A. among them, scholarships 
were being awarded, each to the value 
of £200 per annum, tenable for three 
years and enabling a student to take a 
degree or higher national diploma 
course. There were four of these scholar- 
ships awarded in 1947, four in 1948, and 
there were to be four this year again. A 
special examination for these scholar- 

ips was held each year. 

As building craftsmen, apprentices 
would occupy key positions and they 
would find that the practice of their 
craft was the fulfilment of a truly high 
calling in life. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Kennedy was 
proposed by Mr. S. Cox, Secretary of the 
uilding da: ruegper ye 4 Training Coun- 
cil, who said that of the prizes awarded 
by the Council, one-fifth were awarded 
to London apprentices. He would like; 
too, to pay a tribute to the fine voluntarv 
work done by the local Apprenticeship 
Committees throughout the country. 

Mr. NIGEL HANNEN, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, also 
spoke. 

Prizes were awarded to the following :— A. R. 
Fisher (Deptford Council), A. J. Barron (J. Garrett 
and Son, Ltd.), G. Newntan (Boorman and Perkins), 
D. J. Curtis (Bermondsey Council), W. A. Hinckley 
(J. V. Watkins, Ltd.), A. M. Callegari (Associated 
Newspapers, Ltd.), F. W. Smith (Haymills: (Con- 
tractors), Ltd.), W. J. Bowler (W. Lawrence and 
Son, Ltd.), P. J. Ovenden (F. G. Minter, Ltd.), 
D. R. Emmerton (Engineering Service tions, 
Ltd.), B. Worrow (Trollope and Colls, Ltd.), F. 
Jellis (G. Hudson and Co. (Builders)), B. A. Bartlett 


THE BUILDER. 


(P, H. Edwards, Ltd), A. Chamberlain (Bovis, Ltd.), 
D. A. Feaks (W. and C. French, Ltd.), L. E. Wilson 
(R. Wayman and Son, Ltd.), V. T. Brigenshaw (A. E. 
Symes, Ltd.), R. J. Newland (Bovis, 

Buckett (Prestige and Co.), S. H. 

Costain, Ltd.), R. C. Milner (A. J. Riggs, Ltd.), 
F. T. Watts (R. B. Butler, Ltd.), S. R. Farmer (Halse 
and Son, Ltd.), W. J. Bryen (Falkus Bros., Ltd.), 
J. Podger (Pearce Bros., ilders), R. C. Price 
(Bovis, Ltd.), D. Murphy (Pearce Bros., Ltd.), J. P. 
Llewellyn (Pearce Bros., Ltd.). 


LABOURERS’ WAGE 


RATES 


New Method of Calculation 


As reported in last week’s issue, the 
Council of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers has agreed to 
a new method of calculating labourers’ 
wage rates, which will result in increases 
for labourers of 1d., 14d. or 14d. per hour, 
according to the district. 

This ratification by the N.F.B.T.E. of 
recommendations made by the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
provides for a fixed differential of 54d. an 
hour between craftsmen’s and labourers’ 
wage rates; thus in (1) below the rates 
increase by 14d. in three steps; in (2) by 
$d. in October, 4d. in February, 1950, and 
4d. in July, 1950; in (3) by only 4d. in 
October and 4d. in February, 1950. 

The rates quoted for February and 
July, 1950, are, of course, exclusive of any 
cost-of-living adjustments which may be- 
come due in February, 1950. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


. Party Walls Between Houses. 


National Building Studies Speciaj 
Report No. 5, entitled “Party Walls 
Between Houses,” has been published for 
the Department of Scientific and Indus. 
— Research by H.M. Stationery Office 
at 2s. ’ 
L.M.B.A. Prize Offers. 

In order to encourage craftsmanship, 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
is offering aie to the value of five 
guineas to the City and Guilds of Lon- 
don Institute for students taking the 
painting and decorating classes. 


Health Centre Sanctioned. ) 
A deputation from Birmingham City 


Council has persuaded the Minister of 
Health to reverse his decision and sane- 
ition the building of the new £38,000 


Stechford Health Centre. 

Trade Catalogues Wanted. 

_ East Kilbride Development Corpora- 
tion would like to receive trade cata- 
logues for the use of the architectural 
and planning department. These should 
be addressed to the General Manager, 
Torrance House, East Kilbride, Lanark- 
shire. 
Civic Design. 

Professor William Holford, town plan- 
ning lecturer at the University of London, 
has contributed an illustrated article on 
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“Civic Design” to the “ Town Planning 
Review,” published by the Liverpool 
University Press, 177, Brownlow-hill, 
Liverpool 3. 

Committee’s Name Changed. 

_The Codes of Practice Committee for 
Civil Engineering, Public Works, Building 
and Constructional Works has _ been 
renamed the Council for Codes of 
Practice for Buildings, Construction and 
Engineering Services. 

Building Employment Figures. 

_ According to the latest figures pub- 
lished by the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service the number employed in 
the building and contracting industries 
rose in March to 1,465,000. This is 
3,000 more than in February but 15,00 
less than at the end of 1948. 

Art Students’ Exhibition. 

_ “Facets of Art Education,” an exhibi- 
tion of work by students of the L.C.C. 
Central School of Arts and Crafts, 
Southampton-row, W.C.1, is open from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mondays-Fridays, until 
May 27. 
Westminster’s Public Libraries. 

The City of Westminster Public Lib- 
raries have. issued a guide to the period 
cals received in their, libraries which 
gives an idea of the wide vay of publica 
tions available. Apart from branch 
libraries, there are the central reference 
library at St. Martin’s-street, W.C.2, and 
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the central lending library at 4, Charing 
Cross-road, both open from 10 a.m. to 


§ p.m. 
British Standard. 

The British Standards Institution, 24-28, 
Victoria-street, S.W.1, have issued British 


Standard 1552: 1949—“Control Plug 

Cocks for Low-pressure Gas.” . The 

price is 2s. 

Electrical Country Allowance. 
The Standing Committee of the 


National Joint Industrial Council for the 
Electrical Industry has agreed that on and 
from June 1, 1949, the country allow- 
ance be increased from its present rate 
of 4s. 6d. per night to Ss. per night. 


¢.L.B. Compulsory Purchase Order. 


The Central Land Board have made a 
Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of 
a plot of land at Atherton-road, Hindley 
Green, near Wigan. Notice of the 
Order has been served on the owner, 
Mr. James Glover. This is the second 
Order made by the Board and the first 
in the north of England. 


Gold Medal Awards. 

The Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute announce that the 
Institute- Gold Medal and the Daniel 
Watney Gold Medal and Prize have 
been awarded to Mr. W. G. Nutley, 15, 
Charlton-avenue, Dover. 

No candidate qualified for the Institute 
Silver Medal. \ 


Direct Labour Overspending, Bradford. 

Overspending of estimates by more than 
£32,000 in the construction of houses by 
direct labour at Bradford was admitted 
at a Bradford City Council meeting by 
Mr. W. H. Semper,: chairman, Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, who, 
replying to questions, said cost of erec- 
tion by direct labour of the first 96 houses 
on the Buttershaw Estate was £146,754, 
compared with the original estimate 
nee By the Ministry of Health of 
£114,576. 


L.C.C. Housing Designs. 


The National Amenities Council has yr 


obtained permission for some of the 
London County Council’s principal hous- 
ing sites to be inspected by architects 
and others ‘interested. The inspection is 


not confined to members of the National 


Amenities Council and. those interested 


will be accommodated, so far as trans- ; - 


port arrangements will permit. The visit 
will be followed by a luncheon lecture. 
Full details are obtainable from Mr. 
A.. L. Chidlaw, .69, Beeches-avenue, 
Carshalton Beeches, Surrey. A stamped, 
addressed envelope should be enclosed. 


The Special Roads Act. 

In an issued statement the British Road 
Federation welcomes the passage through 
Parliament of the Special Roads Bill 
which, with the granting of the Royal 
Assent, is now an Act. “The placing of 
the Act upon the Statute Book,” continues 
the statement, “marks the completion 
of the first stage only in the provision 
of motorways for fast moving goods and 
other motor traffic. It is to be hoped 
that preliminary ‘work, such as_ the 
acquisition of land, will begin without 
delay, and the actual construction as soon 
as labour and materials permit. The 
economic importance of motorways 
to Britain’s trade and industry cannot be 
overestimated. Of special and ‘pressing im- 
portance is the imprévement of communi- 
cations between industrial areas, particul- 


arly those districts where manufacturing ; 


activities have recently been developed.” 
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Soil Mechanics and Foundations. 


At the second international conference 
on Soil Mechanics and Foundation-En- 
gineering, held at Rotterdam in June, 
1948, a Society was established for pro- 
moting international co-operation in the 
sphere of soil mechanics and its prac- 
tical applications.. The British Section of 
the Society has now been formed and 
membership is open to all interested in 
soil mechanics and its applications. There 
is a registration fee of £2, and the annual 
subscription is 10s. Particulars can be 
obtained from the Secretary to the Bri- 
tish National Committee at the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Great_George- 
street, London, S.W.1. 


Industrial Building. 


The Economic Information Unit of 
the Treasury has issued a new booklet, 
“Industrial Building,” which offers 
advice to industrialists wishing to extend 
their premises, or to build new premises. 
After outlining the controls of industrial 
building which are still necessary—loca- 
tion, finance and timing—the booklet 
goes on to explain how the industrialist 
can obtain the help of Government 
Departments in obtaining the necessary 
permissions. In addition the booklet 
includes two: appendices. The first gives 
a list of industries classified under the 
Government Departments which sponsor 
them. The second lists in full the 
Regional Officers of each Government 
Department, with addresses and_tele- 
phone numbers. The booklet is free of 
charge, and can be obtained on. request 
from any Regional Office of the Ministry 
of Works, the Ministry of Supply or the 
Board of Trade. 
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Medway Industries Exhibition. 


During the last week of May the 
Medway towns will unite to present a 
joint industrial exhibition which, it is 
claimed, will be the most ambitious ever 
made in the county of Kent. 
emphasis throughout will be on local 
enterprise and skill and the keynote will 
be struck by exhibits from the Medway 
Technical ‘College and the College of 
Art, showing the direct relation of their 
work to industry. Although the pre- 
dominance of light engineering in the 
locality will be stressed by the stand dis- 
plays, there will be many other attrac- 
tive exhibits, including some depict- 
ing the Medway’s ancient ties with the 
sea. i 


Economics of Timber Substitution. 


Following the recent Timber Industries 
Conference at Church House, Westmin- 
ster, a request was submitted by Mr. T. A. 
Storey, Chairman of the Timber ‘Develop- 
ment Association, asking the President of 
the Board of Trade to receive a deputa- 
tion representing both sides of the indus- 
tries taking part in the Conference. On 
the eve of his departure for Canada, a 
communication has, now been received 
from the President confirming that all 
Government departments have been 
asked, as a matter of urgency, to review 
the proposals contained in the Memoran- 
dum of the Timber Development Asso- 
ciation. The President indicates that as 
soon as this review is completed and its 
results studied, a deputation will be re- 
ceived for discussions on the general 
policy involved. 


L.M.B.A. Golfing Society. 


The spring meeting was held recently 
at Walton Heath with a record entry of 
48. In the morning a competition was 
played on the Old Course for scratch, 
handicap and bogey prizes. The presi- 
dent’s Cup for the best scratch score went 
to R. R. Costain (79) and the Committee 
Cup for the best score under handicap to 
D. Chamberlain (93-19-74). The bogey 
prize was won by W. J. Jerram (15) with 
i up. In the afternoon a better ball com- 
petition v. bogey was played on the New 
Course. Early returns of 3 up were 
made by E. W. Garrett (15) and G.. A. 
Dean (17) and P, A. Baker Smith (4) and 

. S. Dearman (8), but these were 
eclipsed by the last. pair, F. R. Clemens 
(6) and W. J. Jerram (15), who brought 
in a score of 9 up. They had a gross 
better ball score of 75 against a 76 bogey, 
and did not lose a single hole. 
Illuminating Engineering Society. 

The annual general meeting of the 
Illuminating -Engineering - Society was 
held at the Royal Society of Arts on May 
10, when the President, Mr. J. M. Wal- 
dram, presented the report of the Council 
for the year ended December 31, 1948. 
The adoption of the report, prepese by 
Mr. C. W. M. Phillips, of Watford, and 
seconded by Mr. N. C. Slater, of Notting- 
ham, was carried unanimously. 

The names of the Officers and new 
members of the Council elected for the 
1949-50 Session (to take office.on October 
1 next) are as follows:—President, Dr. 
J. N. Aldington (Director of Research, 
Siemens Electric Lamps and Supplies Ltd., 
Preston); Vice-Presidents, We). Bae oe 
Davies (Director of Research, B.T.H. 
Co., Rugby), Mr. C. R. Bicknell 
(Siemens Electric Lamps and Supplies 
Ltd., London) and Mr. W. R. Stevens 
(G.E.C. Research Laboratories, Wemb- 
ley); Hon. Treas.:—Mr. J. G. Holmes; 
Hon. Sec.:—Mr. H. C. Weston; and 


Hon. Editor:—Mr. W. R. Stevens. 
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In an experiment just begun at the opencast coalfields of South-East 





| . 


Ohio, U.S.A., a 45 cubic yard dipper has been installed on a Marion 5561 


shovel owned b 


the Hanna Coal Company to probe the “ economic ulti- 


mate” of modified armour-plate steel in power shovel dipper design and 


construction. 


The joint experimenters are the Marion Power Shovel Com- 


pany, of Marion, Ohio, and the Hanna Coal Company. If the experiment 
is a success, a 45 cubic yard load of earth and rock will be able to “ hitch- 
hike a free ride” every minute, as the shovel strips away overburden to 
uncover seams of coal lying as deep as 80 feet under the earth’s surface. 


TRADE NEWS 
‘Two Recent Booklets. 
The Liverpool Gas Co., Radiant 
House, Bold-street, Liverpool 1, have 


issued two illustrated booklets entitled 
“Homes for the People” and “ Cooking 
in the New Homes.” 


Return to London. 

Messrs. Sissons Brothers and Co., Ltd., 
paint, colour and varnish manufacturers, 
are now re-established in London, their 
new address being 130, Garratt-lane, 

.W.18. 


A New Appointment. 

Mr. J. McFall, 28a, Church-lane, 
Marple, Cheshire, has been appointed 
Manchester and District representative 
for Gordon Hesketh (Brushware), 2-3, 
Middle-street, London, E.C.1. 

A Recent Publication. 

Messrs. Bakelite, Ltd., 18, Grosvenor- 
gardens, S.W.1, have issued an illustrated 
booklet, “Machining Bakelite Lamin- 
ated,” which gives a number of practical 
hints on tools and methods for the ma- 
chining of this material. The publica- 
tion provides a useful reference for the 
engineer and designer, as well as being 
a practical guide for the operative. 

A Firm’s Announcement. 

The partnership business of Travis 
and Arnold, with which is incorporated 
John Eede Butt and Sons, is to be con- 
tinued from June 1 by Travis and Arnold 
Limited, a private company with a 
nominal capital of £400,000, The senior 
partner, Mr. E.-R. Travis, will be the 
chairman and managing director, and the 
junior partner, Mr. E. R. Arnold, will 
become a director. 


Building in U.S.A. 

Mr. Frank Taylor, chairman and mana- 
ging director of Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction, Ltd., has returned from the 
United States with Sir Harold Bellman, 
who recently joined the Board. The 
Taylor oodrow 


organisation in 


America hopes to start work in June on 
a 6-floor apartment scheme of over 2,000 
rooms in Flushing, Long Island. A 3,000- 
room apartment scheme with the latest 
district heating system and 40 stores was 
recently completed in less than a -year. 
Mr. Taylor says that in 1937 we could 
teach the Americans a lot about home 
building. Now the position was rather 
reversed. A new house in Britain took 
between five and six months to build, but 
in America it was built in between two 
and three months. 
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' SHEED J 
Helicon floors are light, 
rigid, fire-proof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 
and are readily adapted 
to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 


PRE-CAST AND 
“IN SITU’ FLOORS 





FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN| Manyofthefinest 
AND CONSTRUCTION | DUildings in the 
country todayare 





constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessary in 
this form of construction. 

For free advice on 
this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical representative 
to call, 


1 
THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING ¢°- L" 


82 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 





PRE-CAST CONCRETE 
AND CAST STONE 








S.W.1. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 
AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM. MIDDLESBROUGH. 
NEWCASTLE. 
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An Invitation to Buyers. 

Since the close of the British Indys. 
tries Fair representatives from severa} 
firms of manufacturers of tools ang 
equipment have been available at Tj 
Bros., Ltd., Moor-street (Birmingham), 
showrooms for private discussion with 
buyers who were unable to see all the 
exhibits at the Fair or who found the 
standscrowded and the staffs busy. Models 
of plant have been shown in operation 
The. object of the scheme has been tg 
give buyers, and anyone else interested, 
the chance to discuss, individual problems 
in comfort and at leisure in the show. 
rooms, conditions not always possible at 
the crowded Fair. 3 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
The General Building Position 


"THE general building position in Scot. 
land was described by Mr. J. J, 
Rosertson, M.P., Joint Under-Secretary 
of State for Scotland, when he spoke at 
the Charter cinner of the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers, held at Dundee on 
May 13. . 
Mr. Robertson  said:—‘ Foremost 
among the difficulties is the shortage of 
labour, especially of plasterers and 
joiners. Unemployment in the building 
trade in Scotland is very small indeed, 
and is, in any case, steadily diminishing, 
It is mostly confined to the Glasgow and 
Lanarkshire areas, mainly among un- 
skilled men. Industrial and other 
demands make it difficult to increase to 
any extent the head of labour on hous- 
ing work and we must try, therefore, to 
arrange things so that the labour goes 
where it is most urgently needed. 

“In Scotland the building programme 
has been divided between housing work 
and non-housing work—roughly in the 
proportion of 60 per cent. to 40 per 
cent. Something less than one half of 
the housing force is engaged on the erec- 
tion of permanent housing and site pre- 
paration. This means that a fairly large 
pescaptage of labour is employed on 

Ouse maintenance and adaptation work. 
It is the object of the Bill at present 
before Parliament to use some of this 
labour for bringing some of the older 
houses up to modern standards.” 

Mr. ,Robertson went on to say that 
of the non-housing work, repairs and 
maintenance on factories, industrial 
buildings, shops, etc., took up a good 
proportion. Of the remainder, nearly 
7,000 men were employed on the hydro- 
electric schemes, 4,500 on new factories 
and buildings for industrialists. In addi- 
tion, 2,700 men were employed on 
schools and a_ similar number on 
hospitals and in miscellaneous _ local 
authority buildings. 

There was also a very large amount of 
work on water supply and drainage 
waiting to be carried out. It was esti- 
mated that £65 million would have to be 
spent. For the whole programme of 65 
million pounds the amount of work to 
be done in 1949 was 3.5 million. It was 
hoped to increase this figure in later 
years. At present the labour force en- 
gaged was about 2,000 (exclusive of 
direct labour) and the allocation of steel 
for 1949 was 7,000 to 8,000 tons. Besides 
this, in the larger towns labour had been 
employed in the laying of sewers, not 
just as required for immediate housing 
needs but rather in the form of sewers 
necessary for future major developments. 
Glasgow, for example, had a scheme 
which will cost about £14 million, while 
Dundee had spent £135,000 on the Dichty 
Burn sewer. 

Mr. Robertson concluded: “It is up 
to the planners to see that the labour and 
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gaterials for these tasks are properly 
‘tributed, and that urgent jobs are 
ckled first. It is up to the men them- 
gives to increase the productivity. 
eers and scientists must secure the 
gaptation of the most up-to-date 
nethods and devices. 

“The Ministry of Works are holding 
jwo building machinery demonstrations, 
ie first in Edinburgh on June 21, 22, 
wd 23, and the second will be held in 
Glasgow on June 29 and 30 and July 1. 
jtmay be that there.will be something in 
them, some new device, some new 
machine, which will help you in your 
yoblems. 1 hope that all of you will 
tke the Hi gaa of visiting one or 
other of them.” 


RLA.S. Prizes. 

The awards in the competitions 
wmually promoted by the Royal Incor- 

ration of Architects in Scotland are 
anounced as follows :— 

Rowand Anderson Studentships. (Silver 
Medal and £100).—Peter L. A. Williams 
(Glasgow Sch. of Arch). Commended.— 
David Bain and. G. S. Steedman (Edin. 
Sch. of Arch.); R. G. Jones (Aber. Sch. 
of Arch.); and A. R. Mackenzie (Glasgow 
Sch. of Arch.). 

Rutland Prize—Not awarded. Hon. 
Mention—Frank Sproson (Aberdeen 
Sch. of Arch). Commended.—E. A. 
Meldrum and A. J. McLean (Aberdeen 
Sch. of Arch.), and J. M. Paton (Royal 
Tech. Coll., Glasgow). 

Incorporation Prize (Certificate and 
£15)--W. A. Greig (Aberdeen Sch. of 
Arch.). Hon Mention.—A. H. Banner- 
man and R. A. Taylor (Aberdeen Sch. 
‘of Arch.). Commended.—Victor . Marr, 
John L. Middleton and Stanley R. Moir 
(Aberdeen Sch. of Arch.). 

Quarterly Essay Prize—Not awarded. 

Lorimer. Memorial Prize. — Not 
awarded. 


Industrial Architecture. 

An exhibition of Industrial Architec- 
ture was opened at the Scottish Building 
Centre, 425, Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow, 
C2, on May 18, by the Earl of Elgin 
and Kincardine. The exhibition remains 
open until June 4 from 9.30 a.m. to 
530 p.m. (Saturdays 1 p.m.). On Wed- 
nesday evenings. the Exhibition will addi- 
tionally be open from 7-9 p.m. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Carluke.—Plans in hand for ice-cream factory, 
garage and extensions, etc., at ‘“ The Garden,” 
arkét-rd., for which the architect is John 
logan, 13, Lanark-rd., Carluke, Lanarkshire. 
Coalburn.—New halls to be erected at Wall- 
barn-rd., for which the architects arg Andrew 

MacCracken & Co., 67, Swanhill-rd., Larkhall. 

Glasgow.—-Plans * prepared for canteen, etc., 
for William Hollins & Son, Ltd., for which the 
architects are Miller & Black, 132, West Regent- 
st, Glasgow. From plans by their own archi- 
tects, James MacLean & , Ltd., 24, French- 
i, Bridgeton, Glasgow, are to. “erect. three- 

storeyed building, eanteen and other offices. 
Corporation to carry out alterations and addi- 
tions, ete., to the Quarrybrae Building Trades 
School, uarrybrae-st., for which the architect 
is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—_New Agricultural College pro- 
posed at Kerswell Museum, together with other 
erections, at £59,500. Plans by Cullen, Loch- 
head & Brown, 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lesmahagow.—On a site at The Bankhead, a 
scheme of 34 houses to be erected from plans by 
their own architect, by ‘the Scottish Special 
Housing Association, Ltd., 19, Palmerston-pl., 
Miinburgh. 

Newhouse.—New buildings for the Scottish 
Estates, Ltd., 3, Woodside-pl., Glasgow, are to 
be erected at the Tadesirial Estate, for which 
the architects are Mitchell, Johnstone & Co., 
160, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Salsburgh.—New suite of offices to be erected 
at the New Edinburgh-rd., for which the archi- 
tect is David Duncan, 67, Nair-st., Salsburgh. 

Shotts.—National Coal Board, Central East 
Area, 147, West George-st.. Glasgow, propose 
canteen and haulage building, éetc., at West 
Shotts, for which the architect is James Allan, 
29. Walker-st., Edinburgh. 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open win 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


— G 


MAY 
tCricklade R. Dc hight, Airey houses with 
ancillary works at ‘“‘ Red Hills.” E. & id . Coun. 
cil Offices, Wooton Bassett. Dep. £2 2 
MAY 26: 
+*Dudiey C. 2 houses at Yew zree Hill 
estate. Boro’ A., Priory Hall. Dep. £2 
MAY 27. 
*Hartley Wintney R.D.C.—19 pairs of houses 
ws, Cove, nr. Farnborough. E. & 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
Herefordshire C.C.—Extensions to Training 
colleen Hereford. 


Director of Education, 
County Offices, Bath-st., Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by June 30. 


MAY 28. 
ao and Wallington T.C.—12 flats. 


t+*Eastbourne C.B.—30 houses in two sections 
at Chatfield-Davis estate, Hampden Park. B.E., 
2/4, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Enfield U.D.C.—4 houses at Goat-la. E. & 
S., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. 
by June’ 15 

t*Heston and Isleworth T.C.—Eight blocks of 
4 two-storey flats and 38 houses at Hounslow 
West. Housing estate. B.E. & §8., 88, Lampton- 
rd., Hounslow. ~ £3 an Tenders by June 14, 


AY 

“Dover 7.¢.—Demolition of Burlington Hoiel 
and 8, Camden-cres. B.E. Dep. £2 “Os. 

+*Gloucester T.C.—Six lock- -up shops at Lower 
Tuffley. A. Morgan er City A., Suffolk 
House, ete Dep. £2 2s. 

Lakes U.D.C.—Ten uaa at Benfield, Gras- 
mere. J. H. McAdam, Council Offices, Amble- 
side. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Manchester E.C.—Extension to Municipal 
College of Technology (completion of building). 


F. Hindley, F.LAS., 50, South King-st., Man- 
chester, 2. 
+* Neweastie-upon-Ty ne . Regional | ~ Hospital 


improvements to 


Board.—Alterations and 
Divisional Architect, 


Operating Theatre suite. 
1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 
+*Portsmouth T.C.—44 dwellings 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 
are changing to 


at Leigh 
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METAL WINDOWS 
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100, Westminster Bridge Rd., S.E.! 
‘phone : WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


£2 2s. Tenders 
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City A., 1, Western-parade, Southsea. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
Tottington U.D.C.—20 houses at Leeman’s 


Hill. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 31. 

t*Norwich T.C.—Erection of South Wing of 
Norwich City College and Art School. City A., 
City Hall. 

+*Southampton C.B.—Rebuilding west wing of 
Art Block on reinstatement of Police Block at 
Civic Centre. 

Wimbledon T.C.—House at 

B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s 


Oannizaro. 


JUNE 1. 

Camelford R.D.C.—Two houses at Treveighan, 
Michaelstow. Andrew & Randell, Hepworth- 
chbrs , St. Austell. : 

t*Norfolk E.C.—Dining-room and kitchen and 
extensions to closets at Drayton Voluntary 
Controlled School. Chief Ed. Officer, County Ed. 
Office, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep: £2 2s. 

JUNE 2. 

+*Southampton C.B.—194 houses at Millbrook 
site and Harefield site. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 
Tenders by June 27. 

JUNE 3. 

+*Bristol T.C.—New Primary School at New 
aay my -rd. City A., Eagle House, Colston-av. 

Dep 

“Chadderton U.D.C.—80 houses at Northfield- 
rd. estate. F. W. Pexton (L.), Town Hall. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

*Coine and Chippenham R.D.C.—16 heuses 


with site works at Box, Wilts. Edwards & 
ee 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. 
s. 
*Durham County Police Authority.—One pair 
of police houses with office at Waldridge'la. 


Chester Moor. County A., Court-la. 
BR mane T.c.—48 houses, Fazeley-rd. site. 
F. Bruce Smith, B. ~ 8. 
JUNE 4. 

*Colchester T.C.—64 ated at Shrub End site 
and = houses at Barn Hall site. B. & Water 
E. West Stockwell-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

oF Wate U.D.C.—Conversion of 33 huts into 
temporary housing accommodation. S., Town 

all. 


JUNE 6. 

*Cariton U.D.C.—10 bungalows at Valley-rd. 
site. E, & S., Council] House, Burton-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

“Rochdale C.B.—154 houses at. Kirkholt estate 
and 30 —— at various sites. B.S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


Ju 

Kingsclere and Whitohureh R.D.C.—(1) Block 
of 4 houses at Station-rd.. Whitchurch ; (2) block 
of 4 flats and 1 pair of houses at Overton; 43) 
block of 4 houses and block of 4 flats at Kings- 
clere. F. Henshaw (F.), Westminster Bank- 
chbrs., Andover. Dep.,£2 2s. 

Tynemouth T.c.—Eight houses at Lynn-rd. 
estate. B.S., Howard-st., North Shields. Dep. 
£2 2s 

+*West Suffolk C.C.—Technical Institute, Bury 
St. Edmunds. County A., 13, Westgate-st., Bury 
St. Edmunds. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 11. 

JUNE 8. 
Cemaes R.D.C.—Ten houses at St. Dogmaels. 
S. Smith, C., Council Offices, Quay-st., 
Cardigan. Dep. £3. 

Chesterfield R.D. ee and sewers at 
Wingfield-rd. estate. or ~ a E,, Council 
House, Saltergate. Dep. 


2 2 
Doncaster C.B.—26 houses i Wheatley Park . 


estate. 15, South Parade. ep. 


Estates S., 
£3 3s. 

Rugby T.C.—Removal and re-erection of foot- 
ball stand, construction of dressing rooms and 
public conveniences. ‘ Burford House,” 
Church-walk. Dep. £2 ¢ 

JUNE 

Shipston-on-Steur R. 5.0.14 houses at Hal- 
ford and 6 at Iimington. E. H. Earp, Scholars- 
la., Stratford-on-Avon. p. £2 2s. 

p Linton T.C.—102 houses at Station Fields aie 

B.S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 13. 
*Broadstairs and St. Peter’s U.D,C.—Exten- 
eg to stores at Town Depot, Grosvenor-rd. 
&§. Dep. £2. 
«Midtesbrou h C.B.—Erection of Thorntree 
1 County Primary School at Spencerfield- 
a Director of Education, Ed. Offices, Wood- 
lands-rd. Dep. £10 10s. 

*Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—12 garages at 2 
estates. Warner & ag housing architects, 
Mansfield-rd Dep. £2 2 

bit T.6.—Conversion “of 50, Bootham, into 
ig og hostel. Chas. J. Minter; City E. and 

ep. 


JUNE 17. ; 
Haverfordwest R.D.C.—176 ar 8 — Toad 
and sewer works at various sites. J. a, 
M.Inst.Mun.E., 10, Picton-pl. ‘Ss 


JUNE 18. 

*St. Austell R.D.C.—Block of 4 houses at 
“Parklands,” Nanpean Powell & ‘Powell, 3, 
Lower-terr., Torquay. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE, 20. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Conversion of achilles 
Park-bldgs. for PI we sm purposes. ro’ A., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. . 


{ 
i 
: 
i 








638 








"States of Guernsey.—18 houses at Clos Lan- 
is, oh, Rortess- G. Heggs, States E., States 


ep. £1. . 5 

*Wakefield T.C.—County Primary Junior 

School at Flanshaw. City E., Room 38, Town 
Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


JUN 
*Chingford T.C.—40 flats ‘at Cherrydown-ave 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 
Eltham R.D.C.—Four pairs, of houses at 2 
ee C., Council Offices, Lyminge, Kent. Dep. 


*saiton U.D.C.—Block of 4 flats at Green- 
joe. Guy D. Channon, architect, Town Hall. 
Jep. £2 25. . 
"Stevenage Development Corporation.—Appli- 
cations invited from builders and contractors to 
be put on approved list from which tenders 
will be invited from time to time. G. M. 
‘ Sparrow, Chief Administrative Officer, Aston 
ouse, Aston, nr. Stevenage. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 24, 

t*isle of Ely ©.C.—External and internal 
decoration and repairs at various schools. 
County A., County Hall, March. 

MAY 27. 

Baa ago Tyne E.C.—Hot water ser- 
vices, etc., laundry at Cottage Homes, 
Ponteland. Gearen Kenyon, City A., 31, North- 
umberland-rd. 

MAY 30. 


*Harrow U. Boy ae repairs to and 
gee of houses, E. 8., Council Offices. 

ep. £1 1s. 

“Wimbledon B.C.—External painting of public 
hall and town hall. he 4 _ 8S. Dep. £1 ls. 

t*Grantham Toh. *(Materials). 

JUNE 6. ? 

*Banstead U:D.C.—Internal decorations at 

Council House, Brighton-rd. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 27. 

tEast Retford T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Halicroft estate. Vallance & Westwick, White 
Hart-chbrs., Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

JUNE 4, 
Barnet U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at North- 
brook-rd. E. & S., Ravenscroft House, Wood-st. 

Farnham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Wey- 
=, — site. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £ 

JUNE 7. 

Ches. C.C.—Surface water drainage at North- 
wich-Runcorn-rd. County 8. & Bridgemaster, 
Backford Hall, nr. Chester. Dep. £5 5s. 

JUNE 14. 
ff T.C.—Roads and sewers at No. ‘ ee. 

City Dep. £5 
JUNE 

Wellington (Somerset) .D.C.—Sewa e€ dis- 
posal works and providing, laying and jointing 
of sewers, etc., at Langley. Ross, Hooper & 

rvey, 38, Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. 
Dep. £1. 


Gardi 
Lianishen. City S.., 



































JUNE 22. 
Hertf D.C.—Preparation of site at 
pe Stiles » Beningten. C., 20, Castle-st. 


UNE 

Kettering T.C. _fiw aie of pipe sewers and 
construction of sewage disposal works at 
Weldon. Pick, Everard. Keay & Gimson, 6, Mill- 
stone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Oxford T.C. “wy disposal works, aN 
No. 3. City E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £5 

NO DATE. 

Louth R.D.C.—Supplying and laying approx. 
11 miles of 6-in., 4-in. and 3-in. spun-iron mains. 
John H. Haiste, M.1L.C.E., 4, Queen -sq., Wood- 
house-la., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Bethnal Green.—F.ats.—A scheme for 267 flats 
with 3 small laundries, 6 shops and a tenants’ 
club room and workroom on a 7-acre site at 
Bandon-rd. has been approved Rg the L.C.C. 
Housing Comm. Est. cost. £481,000. Messrs. de 
Metz and Birks, FF.R.1.B.A., 2, Ludgate-hill, 
E. ad are the architects. 

ord-Chiswick.—F.LAats.—T.C. propose 60 
PB Edensor-gdns. site. Boro’ E., Mr. R. 
Humphreys, Town Hall, W.4 

Camberwell.—FLats.—L.C.C. 

approved 59 flats, 


Housing Comm. 
Lindley estate. Est. cost, 


£94,500. Arch itect, Mr. Percy. V. Burnett. 
F.R.LB.A., 12, Bloomsbury -sq.. W.C.1 
Cc .—Fats.—Plans for 38 flats (ex- 


tension to Sumner estate) at “st cost of £46,300 
have been approved by the L.C.C. Housing 
Comm., Arehitect’s Dept., County Hall, 8.E.1. 

Hackney. — Hovusinc. — L.C.C. propose to 


THE BUILDER 


May 20 1949 





“ THEFBUILDER” PRICES 
ZINC AND COPPER 


In consequence of the reduction in the con- 
trolled prices of zinc and copper which came into 
operation on May 16, the Brass and Copper 
Tube jation, King Edward House, New- 
street, Birmi m, announces that the basis 
prices of tubes are reduced forthwith as follows: 


Basis Prices. 
Home. Export. 
per Ib. 
Brass tubes reduced by Id. ; 
r lb. . 22$d. =. 224d. 
Chosen tubes reduced | by 14d. 
r lb. 21¢d. = 22d. 
Building service tubes to BS. 
659: 19 B.S. 1401: 1947, 
Table 1, B.S. 1386: 1947 re- 
duced by 14d. per Ib. . 154d. 153d. 


In connection with export prices, it should be 
noted that prices according to the International 
arrangements or the Association export prices, 
whichever are the higher, should be charged. 





Stepney-Poplar. — Fiats. — L.C.C. 


Comm. approved scheme for 505 flats with tae 


dries, club and work rooms at St, Paul’s Way 
site. Est. cost, cane Architect's Dept,, 
County Hall, 8.E 


Walthamstow. Wiss —B.C. propose 18 flats 
at Stony Down. Plans by Architect's Dept., 
y= hor op -rd., a ta 

althamstow.— LATS.— propose st 
Architect’s Dept., Te 


30 flats, Chingford-rd. 

Hall, Forest-rd., E.17. 
Wandsworth.—FiLats.—Further 45 flats on the 

Sinclair estate, King’s-av., approved by L.c¢ 


Housing Comm. Est. cost, £19,150. Mr, 4. L 
Abbott, F.R.IB.A., 5, Buckingham-pl., § Wis 
1s the architect. 

Wandsworth. — ALTerAtions. — L.C.C. Welfare 


Comm. propose alterations to Park Lodge, 6, 
Victoria-drive, to provide homes for about 7 


old people. : 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Alton.—R.D.C. received M.H. permission to 
erect further 40 houses. 


Benthall.—Barrow District Comm. approved 








acquire a site at’ Northwold-rd. for housing de- 
velopment. 

Hampstead.—F.Lats.—A scheme involving 180 
flats, 2 laundries and tenants’ club room at 
Boundary- rd., has been approved by the L.C.C. 
Housing Comm. Messrs. Anderson, Forster and 
Wilcox, FF.R.LB.A., 9, Stone-bldgs., Lincolns 
Inn, W.C.2, are the architects. 

Holborn _ Viaduct.—GovEeRNMENT OrFicEs.—A 
large building, ‘‘ Atlantic House,” to accommo- 
date Government staff is to be erected on a site 
bounded by Holborn Viaduct, Charterhouse-st., 
Shoe-la. and Farringdon-st.. The building con- 
tract has been placed with Messrs. Taylor Wood- 
row Construction, Ltd.. Southall. The archi- 
tects are Messrs. T. P. Bennett & Son, 43, 
Bloomsbury-sq., W.C.1. 

Lewisham.—F Lats.—L.C.C. Housing Comm. 
approved tentative scheme for 40 flats, Heath- 
side estate extension. Est. cost, £72,300. Archi- 
tects: Messrs. Edward Armstrong and Frederick 
MacManus, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1. 
Shoreditch.—F.ats.—Scheme for 212 ‘flats, 
Whiston estate, at £380,650, approved by L.C.C. 
Housing Comm. Architect, Mr. Victor Wilkins, 
F.R.LB.A., 12, York-bldgs.; Adelphi, W.C.2. 

Stepney. “EXTENSIONS TO Scnoot.—L.C.C. Edu- 
cation Comm. approved scheme for repairs and 
improvements to John Scurr prim. school, at 
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plans for 8 houses. 

Berkshire.—E.C. approved 1950/51 schoo} 
building programme providing 14 schools at 
£1,000,000, including Cumnor and Kennington 
prim., Abingdon County Sec. Mod., Wallingford 
Sec. ‘Mod., Wantage County Sec. Mod., boys 
and girls’, County College (350 places), 
£175,000 

Blaenau Festiniog.—U.D.C. propor a factory, 


to cost 


Loan of £50,000 has been grante 
Caterham.—T.P. approval received for re. 
building Congregational Church, Harlestone 


M. Pigott, F.R.1B.A, 


Valley-rd. Plans Lf R. 
3, Cromwell-pl., 

Coventry.—H.C. roses 200 concrete houses, 
Sewall Highway. 

Crook and Willington.—Page, Son & Hill, 7, 
King-st., South Shields, to prepare plans for 
100 houses. ‘ 

Dorchester.—T.C. propose 37 houses, Middle 
Farm site. ; ‘ 

Gateshead.—Chief architect (H. J. Covok) pre- 
pared plans for 4 old people’s hostels at Beacon 
Lough (2), Lobley Hill estate, and Highfield 
estate. E 

Gateshead.—Boreham, Son & Wallace, Victoria 
House, Southampton-row, London; W.C.1, are 
architects for offices-and warehouse for Guest, 
Keen & Nettlefold, Ltd. 

Haltwhistle.—R.D.C. (Northumberland) pro- 
pose 44 houses. Plans by the surveyor. 

Huntingdon.—T.C. approved plans for cinema, 
Market-square, for Messts. Wingate & Nahun. 

Leeds.—T.P. approval received for develop- 
ment housing sites, Hawksworth-la., Guiseley, 
Billingwood-dr., Rawdon, and Windmill-la., 
Yeadon. : : B 

Lichfield.—City Council to consider building 
new civic hall at about £70,000. 

Luton.--M.H. has. authorised_commencement 
of work on further 150 houses, Farley-hill. 

Maectlesfield.—Divisional Education Executive 
approved building programme for 1950-54; prim. 


schls., Ivy-rd. estate and Broken Cross, and 
sec. sch., Poynton (in 1950); two sec. schls., 
one for girls at Broken Cross and one for boys 
at Tytherington (1951); sec. girls’ sch., 
Bullocks-la. (1952) and sec. boys’ sch., Ryles 
— (1953). : 
iddlesbrough.—W. & T. R. Milburn, 17, Faw- 
ont st.. Sunderland, are architects for rebuild. 


ing of store in Newport rt-rd., Linthorpe.rd. and 
Newport-cres., for Binns, Ltd. ; Kitching & Co., 
21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, are architects for 
licensed premises in Devick- -cTes. for Bass, Rat- 
cliff & Gretton; Cochrane’s (Middlesbrough) 
Foundry, Ltd., propose office alterations, 
Ormesby Ironworks ; ees proposed to gas 
showrooms, Albert-rd.. for. Northern Gas Board; 
Newcastle Hospital “Board proneses mortuary 
block at Middlesbrough neral Hospital. 
Plans by Boro’ E. of Middlesbrough. J. A. 
Kenyon. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Newcastle Hospital 
Board proposes converting dry store at General 
Hospital into i unit. Architects, 
Spence & Price, 26, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 
No contracts let. : 

orth Prendergast.—R.D.C. Housing Comm. 
propose 10 houses near Colby Scott. 

N jand.—C.C. to proceed with prim. 
sch. at Longbenton to plans by County A. 
(W. W. asker), County Hall, Newcastle-on- 


— 
ontynool.—_R.D.C. propose further six houses, 
Little Mill, and 18 at Croeayceiliog. 

Salford.—T:C. propose 40 houses as extension 
to Fairhope estate, Eccles Old-rd., at £43,150.— 
E.C. to consider erecting health centre at Hope 

Hall. 

South Shields.—R. Collins, Russell-bidgs., 
King-st., S. Shields, is architect for converting 
Stanhope House, Westoc Village, into old 
people’s hostel, also for erection of school meals 
facilities at St. Bede’s and St. Gregory’s RC 
junior and infants’ schools and additions to 
the Cottage Homes.—E.C. propose junior mixed 
prim. sch. in Simonside area.—T.C. has asked 
E.C. to expedite erection of nursery sch. in 
School Loaning area.—Boro’ FE. has prepared 
layout: plan for 16 houses at Whitburn.—G. R. 
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: ith & Partners, 3, -Winchester-st., South etc., Shaw and Gibson, Jid., North St. David. & Co. (London), Ltd., Croydon, Electrical in; 
sing aields are architects for 10 houses at Meadow- st.,. Edinburgh; plaster, lathing and allied stailation at Wolverley-st. School, E.2, General 
3 for Peel & Clouston, builders, and 16 works, etc., Scott & Davies, Leith, Midlothian; Electric Maintenance Co., Pinner. : 
pouses in Southfield-rd. and Sheldon-rd. for —_ and decorative works etc. A. & H. L.c.c.—Works for C.C. Pile foundations for 
Dt., J W. Ridley, builder, 8. Shields, and also for erby, Edinburgh ; glazing works, etc., William ‘county primary school at Thomas-rd., Lime- 
f shops and flats in Cheviot-av. for Col. K. Chap- Marshall, Edinburgh; steel construction works, house:— ; ‘ 
aig mat T.C. has_ offered site at ‘Templetown to etc.. Redpath. Brown & Co., Ltd., Glasgow and The Cementation Co., Ltd., Westminster £12,970 
mt, 1 W. L. Coulthard, Woodbine-st., 8. Shields, Edinburgh. ne i The Franki Compressed Pile Co., Ltd. 
45 for cooked meats factory. Glasgow.— Additions at Sacred_Heart Primary Westminster... Se te: ods ... 12,273 
ting gouth Shields.—Middle Docks and Engineering School for Corporation. Jobn MacNab, archi- The Pressure Piling Co. (Parent), Ltd.. 
wn (o., Ltd., South Shields, have secured land from tect, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. *Robert N. Gibson _Westminster am aia ai 78 #63 
gouth Shields Corporation for proposed develop- & Co., Contractors, Glasgow (£9,372). *simplex Concrete Piles, Ltd., South 
A ents and extensions. Mr. J. W. Hair is _ Hartley Wintney.—Three pairs of houses at Kensington. wei is gg. 7, 
( . eneral Manager. Ewshot site for R.D.C. E. & 8., Council Offices. Architect’s comparable estimate is £8,000. 
“ “stanley (Co. urham).—U.D.C. propases old Pool & Sons, Ltd., Hartley Wintney, rests : a 
4, ople’s houses at South Stanley. Plans by the >) Nae ioe AC a ce £9,852 Erection of four blocks of dwellings (72 flats) 
if surveyor (J. At. Heslop). Contracts undecided. East Hants Builders. Ltd., Crondall, at Kilburn Vale area, im accordance with 
are Messrs. Webwear, Ltd., Craghead. propose knit- Farnham, Surrey — --- i it RE ... 9,100 scheme prepared by Mr. Edward Armstrong :— 
+ 8: ME wear factory. Ricketts Bros., Farnham,. Surrey “* g'gig = William F. Blay, Ltd., Westminster... £155,584 
ta t.—H.C. propose 44 houses and *W. A. Green & Sons, Farnham, Surrey... 8.972 Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone 151,804 
Jas. Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., 





e-on-Tren } : £ 
maisonettes, Springfield Trent Vale site.—City Hexham.—Converting Lander Grange into five : > 
4, to prepare plans for housing at Hollywall- flats. Architects, C. 8. Errington. 46, Grainger- Wandsworth ee og 149,716 
ig, Goldenhill.—Parkers (Burslem) Brewery, st. Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & Co., New Mills, William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood 147,766 
h to * opose @ public-house on Blurton-New- Barrack-rd., Newcastle. er Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone... 147,231 
Lid... Dror Pp cas =< Wed 

oa dead estate. Holborn.—Rebuilding of St. Alban’s Church. John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill Hill .... 146,224 
oved BM “Sinderiand.—J. H. Morton & Son, Martins. Mr. A. G. Scott, MC. (F.), architect. | G. Holloway Bros. (London), Ltd., West- 
: Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st., South Shields, are Flower, F.1.A.S., quantity surveyor : *Baileys. minster ws oe od pe .. 144,610 
chool MH irchitects for a cinema at junction of Durham- Builders. and Contractors, d., Burlington Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., Harold Wood 142.960 
sat id. and snrewsbury-cres.—Sundérland Forge & Works, Burlington-rd., New Malden, Surrey. Thomas & Edge, Ltd. Woolwich |... 142,641 
ton Bngineering Co., Ltd., propose office at Pallion Kendal.—For extensions and adaptations to *Sloggetis (Contractors), Ltd., Kensing- 
sford Works.  & T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., telephone repeater station: *J. W. Howie & ton ove ves aes a ine ced 131,495 
boys Sunderland, are architects for dry-cleaning de. Sons, Bri ge-st., Kendal. Mr. Armstrong's comparable estimate 18 
Cost partment at Grange Laundry, Mount-rd., and . Kingsbridge.—Three pair hlocks of houses at ‘£141,650. afi abe 

i South Pool, for R.D.C. H. Parsons (A.), Coun- Construction of block of 25 dwellings. @ 


tory, jg © houses on High Barnes estate.—G. T. Brown %* ; J 

¥ Bf Son, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, have prepared il Offices, Manor House: *E. A. Mitchelmore & children’s fitted playground and 58 perambu- 

, lang for alterations to Savoy Cinema, The Son, Ltd. 9. Fairfax-pl., Dartmouth, £9,471. lator sheds at Ocean estate :— 

st of Green, Southwick.—T.C. approved loans for re- L’c.¢.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 In value (. F. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick ...__ ... £164,172 

BA, ig construction of No. 1 dry dock and extension placed by L.O.C. during period ended May F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., E.C.2 ... 163,019 

A, "Ftting-out quay for T. W. Greenwell & Co_— 17:—Electrical installation, at Joseph Lancaster C_ Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans ... 
School, Walworth, Honor Bros., Lid., W.5. Elec- | Allen Fairhead & Sons, ‘Ltd., Enfield ... 161,866 


uses Hall & Stafford, Sunniside-chbrs., West Sunni- ; . , ( 
8. i <de, Sunderland, are quantity surveyors for trical installation at Downham Central School Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone 161,256 
Lt proposed additions to Bede Tower, Ryhope-rd. and Rangefield-rd. School, William Steward & Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington... --. 160,200 
Pies Wallsend.—County Planning Committee ap- C0. Ltd., N.W.1. Installation of electricity at W. J. Simms Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

the Slade School, Plumstead, London Electricity minster be 160,127 


s for B roved plans for 12 houses on St: Peter’s-rd. A ! és clea: ‘ages tage 

idate @ estate. for R. Alder, Gofton & Sons, builders, Board, Woolwich. Repairs after war damage. Davis (Contractors), Ltd., Hampstead 159,880 
. Monkseaton. ’ . etc., at Randall-pl. Se 100], Greenwich, Anthony Patman & Fotheringham,  Ltd.. 

ore Wellington.—U.D.C. propose 36 two-bedroom Cooper & Son, Ltd., Blackheath. Interior decora- Islington aa te 4. we .. 159,633 

ane Wimpey flats in nine blocks of four, also five tion at Peterborough School, Fulham, Shop Fronts J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 159,430 
afield pairs of semi-detached houses on. sites at Daw- (Gt. Britain), Ltd., E.C.s. Construction of four *w. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- 

ley-rd. blocks of dwellings, etc., on the Kilburn Vale ppon-Thames ws ve eee 157,179 

Woodbridge.—25 houses are proposed, Ceme- site, Hampstead, Sloggets (Contractors), Litd., Comparable estimate of Director of Housing 

Kensington. _ Electrica] installation at Pulteney and Valuer is £159,979. 








Mare pp terra. ete School, W.1, E. & C. Champion, Sutton, 8 
a School, W.1, E. & C. Champion, Sutton, urrey. 
Uest, TENDERS Painting and decorative renovation at Kender- Adapting old reservoir at northern outfall 
* * Denotes accepted. st. School, Deptford, The Bunting Construction works for digestion of sludge :— 
Re + Denotes provisionally accepted. Co., Ltd., Brixton. Repairs after war damage, Galbraith Bros., Ltd., Holborn ...___... £142,250 
+ Denotes 1 ended for tance. etc., at Bermondsey Central School, §.E.1, Stone W. & ©. French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill... 139,464 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Denham ... 151,666 








= John Mowlem & Co., Ltd.. Westminster 115,677 
Taylor Woodrow Construction, 
Southall oe aes aie e = 
Howard Farrow, Ltd., Golders Green... 106,490 
Feeeeen & Dickinson, Ltd., Queens- 

ery. is i eA = ae a 
Richard ‘Costain, Ltd., Westminster... 91,215 
Sir Robert MacAlpine & Sons, 





\ b tateatiad id 

9 § Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
relop- @ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
seley, Departments. 

Il-la., Birkenhead.—First stage of work for new 
: Technical and Commercial College at Borough- 
\ding rd., for E.C.: *Lioyd & Cross, Ltd., £40,476 
(subject to M.E. approval). 




















ment _ bishop Aasia ae Be canteen bs Bate « 

; atk school; “Isaac erriman, oodlands Westmi 19 ae a a Bi j 

sutive Joinery Works, Fencehouses, Co. Durham. Bs a Contractors, Ltd., i 

prim. Braintree and Bocking.—24 flats at Pygot-pl., Sidcup ... dis ay pas Fs ... 88,378 

a a for ‘U.D.0.: *A. E. Garwood, *Crowley, Russell & Co., Lid., West- 

Cae. £24,500. minster BAO IGE SNE 

- ae a ary ore fer BS oa onginess's comparable estimate is 

Sci, _B. Wikeley, A.M.LC.E., BE. & 5. a 1cK- . P .473 7s. 

Ryles & — -_, oh a _—, Creamed. (a) For old, hard, thick Paint, London (Admiralty) — Arvo B.N.A-S Fn 9 
i hesterfield, 4,404 ; at Tupton: *Smi : provements to Flee ore Accommodation, 

Faw: ff Hanwell & Son, 49, Endowood-rd., Sheffield 7, Varnish, French Polish, tiling of galleys and serveries, Toffolo, Jackson 

_ £14,492; six at Eckington: *J. A. Belfitt & Co., & Co., Lid., 110, West Regent-st., Glasgow. C.2. 

oe Ltd. Norton Green, Norton-la., Sheffield | 8, etc., use qLondon| (Admiralty). — Shotley, M.S. 

is fee £7,309; six at Holymoorside: *H. Clarke, “ Ganges,” Extension of P.O.’s block, Sadler & 

Rat. Harlyn, Foljambe-av., Walton, Chesterfield, Sons, Richmond-rd., Ipswich. 

ugh) £7154; 24 at Brimington: *W. L. Simpson, v é {London _ (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 

ion Ltd., 2, Stephen-hill, Sheffield 10, £26,800; 16 at M.O.W. during week ended May 7:— 

tie iar? 20 Saunt, Moos, Yay minnhre Gollan Hoinenay eden, St 
: osborough, Sheffield, £18,264 ; eight at Ridge- ; . , be p we 

card: vay: “J. A. Belfitt & Co., Ltd... Norton Green, (b) For Stoved and ordinary —— “Rothesay. et, ee — 

pital, | Norton-la., Sheffield 8, £9,000. tw, Enamel, Polish, Varnish ‘a, Rudrath. Cumberland + O.E. |. Parton, 

ae Chingford.—Seven houses at Westward-rd., for i . School oes ‘Geo. Wi Se Oe 

T.C.: *Hammond & Moxon, Ltd., 26, Larks- and thin Paint, use ee i ag ar impey & # 


. cre Yhi e-on- 
yspital hall-cres., Chingford, £9,725. T ne. Devonshire : Telephone Repeater Station, 


Durham.—Schools meals accommodation and Q = x y i I 
orate additional classrooms at Fatfield County School : U | C 43 e S T RY u 2 a" an ak and extensions, ee ter 
Durham : County School, North Sunderland, 


castle. *Randle & Co., Ltd., Cedric Joinery Works, 
Sunderland; school meals accommodation and SAFE.... . Guaranteed )ining-room and. kitchen, Thos. B. Gregory 


Yomm. adaptations at Whickham County School: Caner id. Chapel-tow, Seahouses Essex : Tem- 
M. 8. Fails, Ltd., 199, Coatsworth-rd., Gates- N neutral and harmless 2 O03 mélephone TOW ange, Billericay, - 
prim. head ; additional classrooms at Grange Villa Pl. Hammond port ies Lid, Billericay, Bets. 
ty AB echo! St W. Mole & Son. ond en, THIS « SURE. .... 200 years’ Tiford-la., Ilford. | Gloucester : Picklenash School, 
tle-on- este r-le-Street ; canteen and extensions at ‘nace lati h be Newent, Temporary school bldgs., Hiles & Son, 
ord County School: *G. McCall, Ltd., Kirk- radeCard accumulations have en Tid. Holme Tacey-rd., Hereford. =: 
ouses, side. New Herrington, Co. Durham; schools or Bill Head stripped fe A.E-R:E!, Housing Site, Lea, Preston, pairs 
, meais accommodation’ and additional slats for details and Type © houses, five pairs Type D houses, James 
ensiol rooms at Cornforth-la. School: Isaac Berri- sh tail AVE . _ Crosby & Sons, Ltd. Carr Wood, Hale, 
150. man, Woodlands Joinery Works, Fencehouses, nearest Stockists. § S...its cost in Gheshire; Board of Trade Training Centre, 
Hope Co. Durham. att time saved Radcliffe, Alterations for Displaced Persons’ 
| Edinburgh.—At Municipal Assembly Rooms EXPORT Employment Corporation, J. Gerrard & Son, : 
pldgs., and Concert Hall, George-st. A. A. Forgie. ENQUIRIES ; Ltd., Swinton; Fenton, nr. Lancaster. P.O. ' 
erting architect, ‘Municipal-chbrs., Parliament-sq.. * We shall be pleased to send Motor Transport Workshop, Nicholson & Wright, : 
o old Hich-st.. Edinburgh building.and allied works, INVITED proof. Ltd.,  Cable-st., Lancaster. Northampto i 
meet saat A. H. Porters Co., Lid. Pour toto, da = : shire: Temporary Telephone Exchange, North i 
3 RU. errazzo and allied works, etc., Toffolo, Jackson ampton, Erection, Bradshaw Bros. (Contrs.), : 
QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL co. LTD. Ltd., 117a, Loughborough-rd.. Leicester. Gator i 


yns to & Co., Ltd., West Regent-st., Glasgow ; joinery, 


mixed carpentry and allied works, etc., William Dick- shire: Churchill Hospital, fieadington, Oxfo? 


Staff accommodation, T. H. Kingerlee & Sons, 


. ei c . Dept., 
ini sta ugwrky tey he Lanner aad at 57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 $13" on Queen'srd.,Oxtord. laff : George Sal ‘ 
R. Gender, sanitary engineering and allied work? Telephone : CLissold 5307 ter Sec. Mod. School) Were cering” hae) Lid, | 
° ° 
: | 
4 


« 
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Rookeryst., Wednesfield; Ocker Hill County 
Sec. School, Tipton, Temporary school bidgs., 
H. J. Ami Sons, Ltd., Melbourne- 
a., Audnam County 


6s 
Wolverhampton ; Sec. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 













BNROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 























"Phone er write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormend St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tok s CitAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘*EPEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary | 
will be forwarded. 
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School, Wordsley, Temporary school _ bl 
A. J. Crump & Sons, Lid., Aston-rd., Du 
Worcs. Warwickshire: P.O. Factory. Foord- 


Birmingham, New Plating Shop and 


rough-la., 
Ltd., 


Scientific Labs., Kent & Sussex Contrs., 

270, Corporation- -st., Birmingham. 
{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 

placed by War Dept. for week ents May 7:— 
Cumberland: Building work, J. Laing & Son, 


Lid., Carlisle. Worcs: Batting “work, Wm. T. 
Nicholls, Ltd., Gloucester. 
Montgomeryshire.—New infant and nursery 
school at Welshpool, for E.C. H. Carr (F.) 
F.R.LC.S., County A. Quantities by A. E. 
Thornton Firkin & Partners, 20, Chapel- Fy 
Liverpool :— 

Messrs. Thos. B. Gorst & Son, aes 

somety Ferry ; ... £54,301 
Mr. J. Higley, Wels hpvol de ... 41,979 
2 oF Ps W. Harding, Ltd., Welshpool ... 42,760 
*A. E. Davies & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 

53, Court-rd., Wrexham ... .. 36,435 
*Norfolk.—Three police houses at Bexwell-rd., 
Downham Market, hag c.c. C. H. Thurston 
(L/F), County A. *H. Mobbs, Lid., Shouldham, 
King’s Lynn, £5,5 

ee ba paar anteen and kitchen at 
Hedley Hill School: *Shield. & Nicholson, 
builders, Ryton-on-Tyne. 

Rothbury.—16 Airey houses for R.D.C.: 


*Haverys (Contractors), Ltd., Milburn House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £20,864 

Ryton.—For additional classrooms at Crookhill 
School: *M. S. Failes, Ltd., 199, Coatrevor-rd., 
Gateshead. 

Staffs.—Keconstruction 
Edward Johns & Co., Ltd., 
turers, Armitage, nr. Rugeley, Staffs. Wood, 
Goldstraw & Yorath (A. & L.), architects, Vic- 
toria-chbrs., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent : «Thomas 
Lowe & Sons, Ltd., Curzon-st., Burton-on-Trent. 


work (Stage 3), for 
sanitary manufac- 








rete 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


HEAVY. one that has withstood 


TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Seuthampton Row, 











London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 









BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


eliminate wastage 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 9091 





Staffs Eg: Producers, Lid., Holditch, Chestg 
ton, Sta Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath 
(A. & L.), rarchitects, Victoria-chbrs., Tunstall, 
eeeee rent —, J. Addison, Lid. 

tanley urham).—50 Orlit houses 
UDC. J. R. Heslop, 8.: *Parslaz. Lat” 
Stockton-on-Tees. _ 

Sunderland.—For extensions to town bys 
station: *Gordon Durham, Ltd., Boldon-la.. Bast 


Boldon, Co. Durham. 


Sunder!and.—236 houses at Pennywell, for 7,¢ 
J. E. Lewis, ,B.E., 27, Faweett-st. Sunder. 
land: *J. W. White, Ltd., High Barnes W, rks, 
Sunderland (48); *L. W. "Evans, Ltd., Norfolk: 
st., Sunderland (146); *G. Henderson, East Bol. 
don (46) ; *W. Wigham & Son, Hylton, Sund 
land (46). 4 

Walisend,—Adaptations and 7 1al_ work 
at Ministry of Labour Centre: *T. W. Grey & 
Sons, Front-st., Tynemouth. ns 

West Hartlepool.—Canteen at St. J \seph’s 
R.C. School: *H. Hewitt, Station Works, Has. 
well, Co. Durham. Sei 

West Hartlepoof.—22 houses at Rift House 


estate, 





May 20 1949 











Staffs.—New Egg Grading Station for North 









































for T.C. 8. M. Richmond, Boro’ 4. 
*Direct Labour. ms 
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SCAFFOLDING -. 


SMART'S LANE, 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 














. 


TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 


















WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 






















Patent 
“Air Pump" 


Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


WENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tél.: LADbroke 2879 


























W-B M-NEGUS- i” 


Station Works-King JAMES Seige, 














GALBRAITH 


j BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, ee hope vende LONDON, W.C.1 
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: CHAncery 7901-3 
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